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To the Reader. 


HLTruth, but for other covetous ends : 
abc 407-46; wn-ſhinc of peace hath 
-92/t ſo much duſt into the com- 
KT P92 Rodes, that it is juſtifyable to 
| make 2 ſtart oth one ſide, and if you 
If | follow too, it may proove the better 
;'F for your £ «ſehr, as long as you 
* | ve: indeed the Author hereaf is 
FF very ſtarter : you ſee he would not 
iſo much as ſet his name to thus his 


* ihave no man know more of him than 
# IwÞat's hereby diſcernable: the Trea- 
W rife it ſelfe' required that the CAu- 
# the 4s name ſhould not be knowne, Fa 
WM hat the Authors name is cnoueh to 
W toreſudicate the Reader, which the 
W<Authour- finding truc in himſelfe, 
ind others, yeelded to conceale him-- 


| get 4 Patron that is a friend , not to| 


# 1D5ſcourſe;and-his reaſon ts ,he would | 
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ſelfe : þ 
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TotheRoader. 
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ſelfe : he therefore that hath a mind 
too't, let hims reade on Gods name} 
| without ſcruple or by-conſideration, þ 
if it doe any. one. good, that ts "y | 
heartily defired, and ſurely if it doe 
any one harme, it muſt be o_ 
much wealneſſe, if ay ones learning 
| doe chance to ſpyc. it out, then the | 
\ Anthour is no Scholler, much good 
| may it doe his wiſedome, indeed he | 
wrote this haſtily,and without booke; | 
which ts the part rather of a Maſters 
it iſſued wholly from inward princi-| 
ples, and not from forraine acquiſi-\ 
| tion : .and was occaſioned by an ob- 
| ſcure diffecult Sermon Preacht upon| 
| the ſame words, wherein was chiefly} 
| obſerved, that there s abundance of | 
riches, and moſt pretions Treaſure in 
|oke hands of Feſus Chritandrhered 
EP, WOES 
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= Tothe Reader. 
j F fore what ſhould men' de to get 
Chriſt ? and hethat obtained Chr ſt, 
why he obtained Salvation, and all 
kind of Grace, and ſo went on in that 
common road e,whichleads to meere 
uncertainties, and hethat ſeekes for 
peace. in that way, how brave and 
4 lanſible fron it ſeemes to be, ſhall 
Wi be 4s far from hs expectation, as he 
|: that is miſ-lead es a falfe. and flee- 
BH thenight-fire: ich {ſo troubled the 
1 2dr of the Authour, to ſte hay und 
Wi Gnubble built on fo golden 4: Foun- 

|; os - for what i it elſe, when 
Mit Preachers ſhould be informing 1s of | 
our: Peace. ons Ae Chee mr 
| FDC ereves of Cars ; 
[i —— 2>o0h fo FARE wif 
Wi abkvation 11 * bands-of #22 | 

Fi lis 4; wi, oa that. wee nouſt rift 
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ſ | 750 ? Is any thing their duty, but | © 
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full ? miſſing hereof upon ſo faire | | 


——_— 


' Sorle. 


Tothe Reader. 


Chriſt, before we can obtaine Salva- | ? 


as Miniſters of this bleſſed Reconci- 
liation to perſwade us in Chriſts 
ſtead to be reconciled to God, and to 
live in aſſurance thereof, with peace 
of Conſcience and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt * and to tell us that wee have 
nought at all to doe but to be thanke- 


an occaſion : he undertooke the ſame | 
theame, through Feale to the Truth 
of God and love to his Brethren, to 
whom hee wiſheth as to his owne 


Farewell in the Lord,and: 3 
be chearefull. 
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Angell of the Church 
of LAODICEA. 


R x v. 3.18. 


of thy nakedneſſe doe not appeare , 


| Jakoe, that thou mayeſt ſee. 
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'Chriſts Counſel to the | 


1 counſell thee to buy of me gold tryed [4 
in the firc,that thou maiſt be rich, |. 
and white rayment that thou may- | 
eſt be cloathed;, and that the ſhame | * 


and annoynt thine eyes with eye- 1-4 


'Þ'3 
p Wo. dT appeareth plainely by fores : 
going paſlages, thatthis was i4 

ſpoken by our Sayioar Chriſt |. 
| [unto che Angell of the Church of Lao-|4 
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= :Ther rightunderſtanding where- 
{of .may prove of great uſe, and. very 
worthy the-nioft ſeriqus conſideration 
E n all tines, 

-. Firſtthery letus conſider the prece= 
| dent, and the preſent - Rate of this 
{Church of Labditea: 
 Theprecedent ſtate hercoffdoubt- 
lefſe ) wasa tate of integrity and fin- 
[eeriry : conitlting of beleevers of the 
Truth, and 4.5 a thereof. 


FY 


France occaſioned 'in them-(in all pro- 
pge'? by reſt'and ſecurity, which 
re finde by experience to creepe by de- 
e:5 into the molt pious'and devaut 
F - indes: ©.It being incident unto'faith, 
pthrough want IE exercile, to fagthe 
wing and fite neerer and ncerer to the 
£ even. till the wings theredt be- 
Went, and clammy, wich partaking 
bo the. tc gs, and mills, and drift there- 


* Their Fauſt was want of RL) 


== 


Wb grorealy brought t6 * 


7 I 


to Laodicths * 


by Peace and . plenteous proſperity} 
" Want and: perſecution being ever the | 
belt preſervers of Faith,” and occafi- | - 
-| | ons:ofa high andlofty flight; in thoſe 2 
times anely,we have our only comfort | : 
in God; whien all other things fail; | 
then we flie unto him, - and continue 
our contemplations. on his never-fat- 
ling | go6dnelle, and infallible love; | 
which p offefleth the ſoule with'a hot | 
| and hey zcale, for the trurch and g7 4 
of God: But through want of occafte | 
on, and want of neceſlity, ye becq « ( 
 remiſſe in our Meditations;' and : 
[ our ſpirits to'gad;and towander in ri 7 
enjoyments of the pleaſures,and: ws {2 
tits, and ambitions, and other vanes | : 
of this life, by which our affects. A 
are alienated from things above, and |* 
:| | take pleafure | and contentment inf 
| | thingsearthlyand beneath.” 

Our! affeftion [being altered, tit 


judgement c: cannot faile:to be coreaps F 
ted, | 5 
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| [ted; andſo our F aith, our light, be- 

| ' comes darkened, and obſcured, and 

hence proceeds a lefſe-love unto divine 
things, and greater inſenſibility of the 
love of God, and then followes a wa- 

vering in the minde, an inſtability in 
| | the underſtanding, being toſſed to and 

| fro with every winde of Do&rine, 

- | which -neceffarily produceth a luke- 
| mareli-tathe afoot. + AY 
| - Astoa: people in this condition: 

| | fo ſpeakes our Saviour to theſe Laodi- 
+ | cans: Apeople that did not _diredly | 
| | callevill good, and good evill: That | 
- | did not-dire&tly take light fordarke- | 
- 1 nefſe,” and darkenefle for light.Of ſuch | 
| | a people there had beene more hope ; 
| it being more poſlible to perlwade or |} 
; wat Toeterhing upon ſuch a people, [ 
| | chan upon theſe Laodice zns, who ſeeme 
& | by theſe our Saviours words, to be a 
{ | people of ſuch a ſtrange qualification, | 
& | that there was no uſe to be madeof 
1 | them : | 


| 


» . EE. ; s -.-0c> : 
| that they are rich and increaſed with |] 


| ON AT need of nothing: and]: 
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fo Laodicea. 


——_— 
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them : a kind of medley, Linſfie-wool-| 
fie-people, that hada forme of godli- |. 
nefſe, but no part of the power theres | | 
of, : | 

And yet if any were ſo bold, as to | 
goe about to diſcover them +0 them- | 
ſelves,they tooke ir in ſuch foule ſcorn, |. 
that without expoſtulating or argu=-|. 
ing, they pride, and boaſt themſelves | 


now not that they are wretched and f* 

| miſerable, and poore, and blind, and }? 
naked: though indeed, and: in'truth;' 1 
they areno. otherwiſe.” DEER: 
And this may bethecaſfe and con- F 
dition of many in our dayes, who yet |; 
are very confident of their good eſtate: |? 
of their unqueſtionable difcerning: |: 
But if fo much could be gained of | ! 
them, as that they would but queſti« | } 
| on, or-ſuffer to be queſtioned, their | ? 


principles, they would be found tobe | 


i 
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te people to whom this of our Saviour 
Svere very -properand neceſſary, 1covm-. | 
ell thee 1o-buy of nie gold tryed in: the-fire, 
| 4 pat thou mayeſt be rich, @vc. -_ 2 | 
'{ The ——_ of the Spirit of God 


Howards us is very evident-in the uſe he 


—m__—_ 


fs pleaſed to makeot allegoricall kinds 
Ot expreſſions in the Scriptures, where» 
By Re ſpeakes ſo plainely to our'weak- 
-Y ; CaPacittes, 'that' we-are'much'to: | 
Eblameif we complaine of difficulty-in: 
Fhennderftandingof any thing;that'is 


ty 
k. 
iy: 
& 


for ouruhderſtandings or confcien- 
fe; and it will make very much tothe | 
Fightunderſtanding ofela: meaningoÞ 

TheHbly Ghoſt inthis place, if we fol- 
How and make progreſe upon theAlle- | 
-pory, or fimilitude.: Here. might then 
tbe obſerved many things concerning 
the Seller,and the Buyer, and thecom- 
modities 16 be bought ; which may 
& imply ſomething of valne inconſide- 
ration: But it is a better choyce to 


negle&t 


PRO py 
«4 { - 
- 


to Laodticea, 


4 


nepleſt methods, than to negleft wh x yy 
is moſt neceſſary. A 
[| | Certainely, in theſe few wort | 
{-} |contained all the treaſnres of wiſdom : 
and knowledge, and it may be truely 
| cid of | him- that pi—_ 
| knowes, and is poſlelt of thoſe excely 
| lencies -therein - contained, that th 
Ji | Kingdonieof Godii is within him; th 
|| | he hath affuranceof the love of God 
that he hath: y- of conſcience, ar Fc. 
| & | abiindance of joy -inthe Holy Ghoſts 
1. {foascthis will prove to all: Go chal 
[| | fhallbecame Traders in this holy: traf 
[ | | fiques the moſt profitable exch 
{| | tharever was: It is a trade yo fecha 
is pro oſfed to make eras 
tO! very beggers gratious,' - 
.By.the Angel may-be underfios 
thy Minifter,./the Paſtor:heit1 Was 
" | | | forall hisproud boaſting , and col wy 
dence, was : found .in'this'w ac 
condition ; a meere neutiall ic 


—_— 


* —— 
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meme at 


RO 


| | Chriſts Counſel q 


CC —————_ 


ther hot nor cold;but lukewarme : but 
| bow hatctull,a wretched condition is 
this in the fight of God ? and how 
| {ada condition is it, to have ſuch a 
| | miſ-leading Shepherd ? Needes muſt 


| | our Saviour laid ; If the blind lead the 
| blind, ſball not both fall intotheditch? It 
| the Miniſters erre, that doe beget our 
-| knowledge, and forme our underitan- 
dings, what prejudice muſt remaine 
if upon our judgements: if they miſ-lead 
us by their evill examples into cove- 
Ftouſneſſe, and licenſiouſneſle ; to fre-| 
J _—_ FTavernes and Alehouſes, to a 
{dotage upon ſuperfluities: and fanta- 
Uſticall eſteeme of honours, and of fine 
icloathes,” aud dainty food , to an in- 
ſencibility, and time-ſerving wretch- 
Hefſenefſe : to an unfaithfull, perhdious 
Wunconſtant demeanour ? What a la- 


"| the flocke periſh and runne to ruine, as] | 


Imentable caſe are wein? and yet thi 
inaſt be no excuſe for any ſlothfulneſle 


mn 


—— -—_ —_ 


| f \ 


| 


— 


to Laodicea, | | 


Nr nn 


in our ſelves, becauſe that we ſhould 
and ought ro be ſo true to our ſelves, | 
{ ſo watchfull over our ſoules, ſo fervent 

in Spirit, that we ſhould beable to try | 
his ſpirit, whether he be of God-or 

| not : we ſhould be ſtedfaſt, unmovea-| 
| ble; alwayes ſtirring up. the Grace of | 
'God that isin us, and ever abound- | 
\ing in this worke of the Lo1d: We 
are not to be excuſed, though our An- 
gell fall away. Put we ſce it is the An- 
| gel] that ſþall beſare to be queſtioned, | : 
And thereby we ſee of how great con-| - 
{equenceit is to be furniſhed with ei- 
ther agood, or an evill Miniſter, for 
Chriſt here blames onely the Angell, | 
as thecauſe of all the. evill of that 


| 


|Church, and intending good unto 


the;Church,; takes:this. way of coun- 


ſelling of the Angell; who being reco=| | 


vered ofthis wotull condition, thoſe} 
pertainingta his charge: would. ſoone{ * 
| partake of fo bleſſed an alteration, he| _ 

DID, being | :: 


— 
"IS 
————_—__— 


— —_ 


- | ſed; they fhould not, could not re- 
| maine long, tniſcrable, poore, and na- 
F |ked.' And 
| [led to doe; he mult buy :- Hath man 
| | wherewith to give unto God? : The 
- | rbole-earth #'the Lords, and 
| | #bereaf. : © 


| | ritnally, the commodities thereof be- 
| [ing altogetherſpirituall; for certaine- 
| [[ly,-by this Gold tryed mn the fire, is nieant 
-|-the Rightcouſneſſe of Chritt, which |. 
*T onely;endireth, and: giveth comfort 


— 


Cbrifts C ounſell oy ER 
nd happy, and bleſ- 


being maderich;a 


1ſee what he is counſe[- 


the fulneſſe 
Trade'istobe underſtood ſpt- 


"* 


This 


im 


- to our ſoules in our hery:tryals; when 
| [our conſciences affli&-us with the ſenſe | 
| [of finne; made ont. of meaſure finne- 
(full; by the operation, and violent 
+ [working of the: Law, denouncing 
| wrath and evcrlafting torments on eve- 
" [xF one that icontinueth not to doeallf 
{T0 


is:written therein : in this diſtra- 
of con} 


| | Aion of minde, and botrour 


REO 


ſcience,\ 


—_—__ 


——— 


f 


|ſus; 1: God that juſtifieth,, who ſhall 


to Laodiced, 


— ————— 


ſcience, what is there vhat can afford 


ly the Righteouſneſſe of Chrilt, who 


ſinne,that we might be madethe Righ- 
teouſneſſe of God in him, who was 
made ofa Woman, and made under 
the Law, to redeeme them that were 
under the Law : who hath loved us, 
and waſht away our ſinnes in his owne 


the poore ſoule any comfort, but wars 


was made finne, for us, that knew no} 


TI Earns ZI 
. 


OD 


blood, and hath made us Kings and 


nowlT ſay, (the Lord bearing me wit-} 


| neſſe ) that he beholdeth as in; 1/rael, 


no {inne; as Facob, no tranſgreſlion, in 
me : Who ſhall ſeparate me trom the| 
Love of God, which is in Chriſt Je} 


=” —_—_— 


condemne ?- (hall I condemne my ſelfe ? 
yes, I ſhall, if looke upon my ſelfe,as} 
in my ſelfe, and upon my extreamena-' 


i 


kedneffe : I but this thou oughteſt not| 
to doe, this being trailty-and extream| 
on Sn WEAKEe. 

== 
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Prieſts to God and his Father, ſo that 


Ko ES | 7D 
by 
_——— 
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| Fn * © Chriſts Counſel 


| | 
[ | —_— —— — 
j | weakenefle,is Bot this Gold and white 
t | Rayment ? 1s not this perte& Righ- 
| | teouſneſſe of Chriſt thine owne?where- 
{ -{ in thou nayeit be bold:to wrappe and 


. 
——_— 


| j(elfe; Thou art not to contider thy 
l ſclteasrhe Sonne of Man, but as the. 
F | Sonne-of God, Heirc, and Co-heire 
| | with Ghrift; Such is his infinite love, 


"{ cover thy {&fe all over. And thou art | 
not now toconfider thy leltec as in thy |- | 


R 


 fuch isthy unſpeakeable happineſle, 


© |: Objeftior. Theſe things are appa- 
| {rently true, but ſurely all is not done 
by ©hriit, ſomething mult be done by 


.. | Chritt; For (asan ancient Father is 
| {oftencited) he that madeus without 
F us, willnot faveus without us: And, 

as others have Commented upon that 
Father; Will faveus indeed, withour 
our a&t, but not without our Faith : 


- jus, we mult not lay all theburthen on | 


| 


Others goc further, and ſay,not with- 
3 2: CERTIER | EI. . 


Fas... = II agg 


CR 


be thy repentance, humiliation, {ſelfe- 


- Tmandements, and to yeeld univerſal | : 
{ obediencethereunto.,and hate all finne, i-. 


{as well nnto thee, whoſoeverthou art, . 


| 


wayes, that thou gropett at Nopne-i : 
| 2 


to Laodicea, Es | 
| 


deniall, weeping, and faſting, and, 
mourning,and prayer,and the uſe of the}, 
Ordinances, of hearing,reading,& the, 
uſe of the Sacraments,and the obſerva-y 
tion of the Sabbath, and doing in all 

things, as one would bedone unto :}, 
Except we doc, or endeavour to doe,orf'. 
doedelire to doe thele things, and have} 
a generall delire to keepall Guds Com-| | 


we ſhall never be ſaved. 713: 


TT, Anſwer. | 44 
It thou argue thus ſeriouſly , be} - 
aſſured that the laſt counſell belongs} -. 


Miniſter or People, as it did unto the} © 
Angell here ſpoken of : For by thigq : 
thou ſheweſt thy ſelfe neither hot nox 
cold; thatthou artunſtablein all thy} - 


SE FOEAETIEY _ay,} 3 


eats. ted —_ 
. —_— 


. 
—_—. 


" hriſts Connſell 


| day, and haſt indeed need to annoynt | | 
{thine eyes with eye-ſalve, that thou | 
| mayelt{ce, for thou ſayeit, and unſay- 
{eſt : Thon beleevelt, and doubreit,and 
feareit, all in one inttant, not teeing, 
{that therein thou makett thy ſeltea | 
very monſter. Thou beleereit that thy 
i finnes are remitted, that thou art re- 
conciled unto God, Thou art juktifi- 
ed in his {tght; and thon beleeve't that 
| this thou art, through the ſatisfafti- 
on made by Chrilt, and yet thou con- 
| | ceivelt that, he hath not done it, ſo ful- 
(ly, and perteRly, but there are,certaine 
things by thee to be done, that being 
{not done, all is to no purpole that 
{Chriſt hath done: Thou wilt be both 
{under the Law, and under Grace, at || 
{ one inftant: nay,thou wilt yet invent || 
| moremilchicfe for thy ſelte. And be-|Þ 
[ing beaten from the Law, thou wilt || 
yet find out an Evangelicall Law, exer- 
ciſed in:the-uſe of the Ordinances; | 
| 8” SE __ where-\f 
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\'wherein, it thou doe not exerciſe thy 
ſelte, thou mayeſt perith everlaiting :|' 


and if it be poſſible to drive thee off} 


from this, yet tit, except thon be- 
fave F, that's a condition, without 
| which, thou. nor none ele ſhall ever 


| be ſaved : O fooliſh Galathians, who hath 


| bewitched jou, &c. I won!d they werent 


| off that trouble your, tis the envious man 
| that hath ſowed theſe Tarcs, whileſt 
the Husbandmen {lept. Whiltt the 
| Minitiers conſult more with bookes, 
| with art, and argument, rather than 
| with the Spirit of God, which is the 


& L:SHTTE 
and underitanding to the {mple. 


ted, aud what thou thy ſelfe halt moſt 


extreame need of: but what is meant'}; 


by this buying ? here indeed is the'Je= 


of a buyer ? 
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| 


| true eye-lalve,giving {:ght to the blind; }; 


Itis apparent what this Angz?ll wan- Þ 


| well, butwhereis a price inthechand } 


Why ; 


em. 


j Chriſt's Counſell f 


| ; - Why here, the Angell, Miniſter, or 4 
1} whomioever, muſt doc as the wiſe 
IM! Merchant, who when hec had by the | 
If light of the Spirit of God, who 
Il never failes man in his diſtraſtion of 
& mind, to light and guide him out of 
M darknes, and thraldome into the paths 
I! offife and liberty; When this Mer- 
I chant had by this heavenly light,tound 
I} out, what, and where this gold and | 
pretious rayment was, ( which he ne- 
_ ver could do till he had annoynted his 
| eyes ) Then what does he doe? why, 
If he ſells all that ever he had: he renoun- | 
If ces all hope in himſelte, or in any | 
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WM thing he was able to performe : he ſees | 
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. 


lf himſelfe in the fate of Nature, as a | © 
It: child of Adam; to be dead in ſins and | 
ql ereſpaſſes; And both ſoule and body | & 
If in all the parts and faculties thereof, | | 
}.( though imployed 'to the utmolt of | 

If his power, towards the performance 
'v8 ; of 
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to Laedicea, 


 ofall that the moſt juſt God required | | 
moſt juitly 'in his moſt righreous | 1 
Law,) I fay, he ſees him even.in this | . 
his beſt naturall condition, to be no- | 
thing but a maſſe and lumpe of ſinne, 
| | and his very beſt workes, endeavors, | 
} iand deiires, to cormmeſo cxtreamely | 
ſhort; of what is required in the! 
Law, Thatit is impoſlible for hin. 
| toattaine to righteouſneſle thereby : 
And. finding himſelfe thus deceived | . 
| by the Law :- which now he ſees was'| 
| not given for righteouſneſle, but eq 
make fſinne *appeare: and finding | : 
{ him(ſelfe thus accuſed, condenmed, ] 
* [andkilledby the Law, he hates, and] 
_# | abhorreshimſelfe in dalt and afbes 1 | 
* | heſees his belt workes ( which were 
= | hisricheſt and only garments to co» || : 
| ver hisnakedneſſe) to be very filth | ; 
itſclfe: And thns be puts of the old | : 
man,w hich he ſees now plainely was- 
crucityed with Chriſt, and puts on:}. 
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 Chriſts Counſell 
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& | Jeſus, accounting all things as lofſe 
IE] and dung, tobe found in Chriſt,not 
;having his owne. Righteouineile, 
which is of the Law, bat the Righ- 
|'teouſhefſe which is of God, in him. 
\ The Holy Ghoſt hath begotten this 
faith in his hear, by which hee 
knowes his Union with Chritt, even 
as our Saviour ſignifyed in the four- 
If | 'teenth-Chapter of Saint obs Go- 
Wl {pel},from the x4 zerſe tothe 20, fay- 


LL am inthe Father, and yowin me, and 1 
Wiz yo, This is the worke neither of 
W { Man nor Anpge!], but one!y of the 
Spirt of God, to beget this holy and 
bleſſed faith, which Ts a lightdu- 
pernatural], inlightning our under- 
Hindings, by which we are ableto 
underſtand and: apply to our owne 
\ particular comforts, all the comfor- 


it {table paſſages of the Goſpel, for 


[| /:on the new man,even the man Chrilt 


ing,” At that day ſpall ye know, that T 


thereby _ 
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7; Laodices, 


thereby alone doe ve come to know 


that Chriitis the end of the Law for : 


Righteoulnefſe: Thar hee is our 
Peace ; That heby his one Oblati- 
on Once offered, hath made a tall, 

erfcft, and ſufficient ſacrifce, and 


ſacifattion tor the ſins of the whole 


world. That he hath borne our 


{innes in his body on the tree; That 


hee by his. blood-{tedding on the 
Croflc, hath reconciled usunto God. 


So as now whoſoever  findes in his. 


heart, this faith , (by which he hath 


_ aſſurance that theſe things are fo) 


may as jultly, and-as contdenrly as 
Saint Paz himfſelfe,cry out, O death ! 
her e us thy ſling? O grave! . where #s 
iby Victory? ? The ſting of death z. ſanne, 
and the ſtrengt h of finne 24 the Law : but 
thankes be unto God, who hath given us 
the vittory through - our Lord Feſws 

Chriſt. © And now | hence orth know wee 
10 man. after the fp Yea, though 
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we | 
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Chriſts Connell 


we have known Chrilt afcer the fleſh, 

yet now, henceforth know we him | 
no more : therefore, if any man be 
in'Chriſt, he is a new creature, (not 
to bediſcerned by theeye of Reaſon, 
or by any: hananetorce or power, 
| but onely with the ſpirituall eye of 
[| Faith) old things are paſt away, be- | 
[ | holdall things are become new, and 
{{ all thingsareof God, who hath re- 
Wi conciled us to himſelfe by Jeſus 
ſt | Chriſt, hath ſaved us, and called 
'] ts with an holy calling, not accor- 
; ding to our workes, but according 
W! co his owne purpole and prace, 
Is | which was given ns in Chritt Jeſus, 
i before the world began; But now is 
Wt! made manitelt, by the appearing of 
{| our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Who hath 
'{ aboliſhed death, and hath brought 
| life,and immorrality to lighr,throgh 
| the Goſpell. e's, 
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Objeftion. .- |} 4 
Yes, will ſome ſay, no doubt the! 
ſtate of a beleever, is a moſt bleſſed * 
_ and happy eiate, for he that belee> ; 
veth isjultifyed : and without Faith ' 
it is impoſlible to pleaſe God :; But * 
T find ſo much frailety in my ſelfe, 
| fo much doubttninefle,and {inne,and 
| wickedneſſe, that itwere preſumpti- 
' on in me,toſay that I have any mea»- 
| ſareof this moſt excellent gracegf; 
Faith, . which you declare to be fo! 
| blefſed & comfortable: And though 
| Tknow there is in Chriſt ſaifcient 
vertae to faveall the world; yet ex- 
cept I apply him to my felſe, by. my ' 
| owne particular Faith; .I ſhal{ have. 
no n:ore bencht by his merits, than. 
| hewhois preſented with an all-cu- 
ring medicine,and hath notan hand 
po apply the ſameMnto his mala- 
Y. | | x Y 
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Anſwer | 


Nat i Clriſts.Conn{cll 


© Anſrer. How miſerable are we,when | 
hq} we forſake the diftates of the Spirit 
-of God,and flie unto mans commen- 
taries. Man being in his loſt coh- 
dition in Adam: in the fullneſſe of 

If time, Chriſt came and redeemed, lay- 
"ing downe his owne lite a ranſome 
for his Church, which conſiſted of 
men, women,and children,that were 

1 dead long before his comming ; and 
| -of men,women.and children that i- 
1 ve in his time; And of men,women 
{ and children, that were to have lite, 
{and to live in all ages, as in ourpre- 
ſent age, andeven to the end of the 
{-world : And «hen did he purchaſe 
] remiflion of. ſinne :. and forgiveneſſe 
for all rheſinnes that ever ſhall bee 
| forgiven, freely, without any con- 
AF dition to-be performed on any ones 
part; ſo infinite is hislove, andhhe 
Wit {that ſhall lay that.any thing is _ 
it | red of us to be done, or to be belee- 


— _——_— 


ved, [ 
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| /6 Laodicea; 


ved, without which we cannot be 
ſaved, doth by ſuch DoGrine, fo 
farre make ineffe&ual]l the blood of 
Chrilt : for let it be clearely conlide- 
red; to what purpoſe Chriſt ſhonld . 
dye for our {innes, and worke or | 
redemption tully, and yetputus to 
| performance of conditions, having | 
| no life in tis,but are dead, quite ftone 
dead in ſinnes and treſpaſies, Nay, 
furthec conſider, is it likely that 
God having found ns ſo dead'to all 
things that are legally good, and 
not excceding or tranſcending the | 
| Law; and that we had loſt our abi- 
ity, to performe thoſe conditions | 
therein juſtly required by him, that 
now having radeemed us, he fhould 
putus upon a confgition altogether 
ſupernatural], as is Faith, and that 
we ſhould have no part in the death 
of Chriſt, except we beleeve, ſeemes_ 
very diffcult, and: not like the pro- 
Ep, ccedings 1 


ala 
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Chriſts Counſel! | 


. ceedings of his unſpeakeable tender- 
neſſe : of his 'Fatherly affetion to- 
wards us : Alas, he knowes where- 
of we are made.and he conſiders that | 

wee are but duſt: Can a rotten tree 
yeeld fruit, or can a dead man ſpeak? 
even io can the moſt wiſe under(tan- 
ding man (conſidered in the ſtate of 

nature} bring forth faith? And is 
itlikely that Chriſt would dye tor 
this naturall man, thac he would by 
his death redeeme him trom the 
curſe of the Law, ſinne, and death, | 
and hell, provided hc beleeve in him, | 
and notelſe ? A hard condition;and | 

| {hewes rather to be-of mans inventi- | 
| on, that jadgeth of God as he findes || 
{ himſelfe, That becauſe when his Bru- || 
; ther hath runne into his debr, and || 

' | lies. at his mercy, hee cannot bze 

' brought .to forgive him, but upon 

'- conditions, of ( at the lealt ) ac- 

| knowledgements and thankfulneſle ; 

| even 
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even {o thinkes he of God,and wrelts 


Godstruthes, to prove his owne i- 
maginations.: Thereby deluding 
himſelfe, and depriving his Brethren 
of thoie infinite comforts intended 
unto him, and: conferred on him, 


through Chrilt. 


 Objedion. 

Yea, but ſay what you will,or can 
ſay, Faith will bz found a condition. 
which muſt be in ns, or we thall ne- 
ver be ſaved. 


Anſ: Iver. 


Thus will wee ever peeplexe our 
elves and our conſciences, denying 


our owne mercies, and making re- 

ſiltance to the ſpirit of God, and | will 

notconceivethe right end, for which 

he hath wrought faith in our hearts, 
ObjcHion. 


I tir, but you ſurely miltake us ; 


for 
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Chrifts Counſel 


for though we maintaine, that faith 
, is a condition required in every one | 
that ſhall be ſaved? yet. wee doe ac- 
knowledge that it is notof mans 
', power, butis thegiftt of God: and 
that God doth not require it, before 
he gives it: but to every one that 
| ſhall be ſaved, at one time or other 
he doth giveit, otherwiſe how can 
they lay hold on Chrilt, having not 
this hand of Faith :- haw can they 
apply his merits to their ſoules, and 
 withoutapplication, howcan they 
have any benefit thereby, and there- 
| foreſay what you will, it isa condi- 
| tion,and mult be in every one, 
Anſwer, 
Stay a little : he that runnesſo faſt 
: had need be in the right way, or he 
.'| may bein a'wood before heis aware: 
| Hethat miſ-applyes any thing what- 
* ſoever, loſeth the uſe of it, be itinit 
TI ſelfe © 
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to Lacd:iceas 


ſelte never ſo Soveraigne, and preti- 
ous : nay, the buier he is with it, 


the worle it1s with him: and there- . 


fore, it cannot but prove very profi- 
table to our conſciences, to diicover 


the right and proper end, whereunto | 
the particular bleitings of God, are. 


to be referred; eſecially,theſs par- 

ticular and choyce mercies. | 
We!l then, the end for which 
Chrilt came, -was to dye for the un- 
godly, to purchaſe remiſſion of their 
linnes, and to reconcile themunto 
God, and all —_ (id freely, up- 
- fully and perte&- 


. 4 » ” 7 
. F v8 
CC—r—I—n——s  e———_—_—_— —_—_ Tr in or neon 


ly, leaving nothing undone, or to 


be done by way of application, for 
in performing —_— hefully, and 
perietly applyed it, for hee tooke 
upon him our nature, ſo as what he 
did, we may be truely faid to doe it, 
with him and in him, and by vertne 
of this our humane nature, in the 
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perſon of Chriſt, weare made truely | 
rhe Sonnes of God, Heires, and Co- 
heires with him. 

The end for which the Holy Ghoſt 
came, or was ſent by Chrift unto his 
Church, and to continue with then) 
to the end of the world, is manifeit 
by the title our Saviour gives unto 
|. him, ſayin Twill fend you another 

Comforter : » the end = which hee 
came, is to comfort the Children 
_ of God: Of which there are two 


ſorts: For ſomelive to yeares of un- 


derſtanding,and a fall age: and ſome. 


dye before: So the queltion is,how, 


or by what meanes the Ho'y Ghoſt 
doth comfort ? And that is by wor- 


| King Faich in our hearts : which isa | 


Divine and ſupernaturall principle, 


informing the minde and underſtan- | 


ding. of thoſe Truthes, of which 
Reaſon and Nature, was no wayes 


| capable, for which of all the Philo- | 


+ ſophers 
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ſophers, ( the wiſeſ, and moſt con- 


fiderate men of the world) did ever 
' ſo much as oneſſe at the reconciliati= | 


on by Chrilt? This Faith then isto 
as,. the evidence of things not ſeene, 
and the ſubſtance of things hoped. 
for, and is wrought in us,*to a 
us thatour finnes are remitted : that 
weare ſaved : that weare reconciled 
unto God : that weare righteous in 
his fight, and juſlifyed, 

When finne diftrats our conſci- 
ences, Faith tells us that he is the. 
propitiation for our ſinnes: When 


' the Law workes in our hearts, and 


clamours for obedience, Faith tells 
us we are not under the Law, but un- 
der Grace: When any aflition 
troubleth our reſt, Faith tells us all 
things tall out for the belt : When 
the world tempts ns with baites and 
allurements, Faith tells us that here 


we have n no abiding City, butareas- 
It 
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Pilgrimmes, and paſſengers, and are 
to uſe the world.as if weuſcd it not : 
it death ſuddenly afright us, Faith 
preſently ſweetens its approach,ſay- 
ing to me,to live is Chriit,and to dye 
is an advantage, and whether I live 
or dye, I am the Lords: and that 
neither death, norlite, nor-any 0- 
ther thing ſhall-beable to ſeparate us 
from the love.of God, which is in 
Chriit Teſus our Lord ,, That all was 
miltaxings betore; And now he ſccs 
that when he thought himſeitein a 
camnable and wretched cate, twas 
onely for want of this eye of Faith, 
to ſhew him his Peace, which was 
wrought fully and effetnally by the 


death of Chriit, long before he was 


< 


1 | borne: but now ſeeing himſelfe thus 


clearely diſcharged, thus freely ac- 
quitted ; rhe ſame Faith, formes and 
fils the ſoulewith Love, which unre- 
quired, breakes out into exaltations 

of 
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; 
of thankfulneſſe unto God, and now 


he lives, he lives the lite of Faith:: 

he converieth daylyin Heaven, and 
isever With Chriſt in the boſome of 
the Father, Where he finds fulnefle 


ofjoy, and pleaſures tor evermore; 


And in our converſation here below ! 


Faith efie&s alio, working by Love, 


doing all good.unto his Neighbour, | 


ſo that looke how love is deſcribed, 
and thatisthe beleevers Charadter, 
he ſuftereth long, and is kinde : en 
vyeth not : vanteth not himfelte: 

not puffed up : doth not behave hs 
ſe]te unſeemely: ſeeketh not his @wn: 
is not ealily provoked : thinketa no 
evill : rejoyceth not in iniquity , but 


rcoyceth in the Truth : bearetch -d oy 
all things:endureth all things: Faith | E 


things: beleeveth all things : hopet 


that Sw of God hath aoglny 
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Chriſts Connſell 


' teaching us to deny all ungodlinefſe 
and worldly luſts, and to live righ- 
teouſ]y, and godly, and ſoberly in 
' this preſent world, 'and that our 
converſation muſt be, as becommeth 
the Goſpell of Chriſt,&c. | 
Thus we ſee allo theend for which 
the Holy Ghoſt came, which is to | 
comfort: and he comforteth by cre- 


{ ating Faith in our hearts : we ſee 


alſ>, how faith 'hath its effeRs: 
bringing peace of Confcier:ce, and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt : Thankfal- 
neſfle unto Gad for his ſo infiniteun- 


it -| ſpeakeable love: anq love to our | 


neighbour, as to our fellow-mem- 
bers in Chriſt : And thus we ſee how | 
the Holy Ghoſt, by Faith comfort- | 
eth, and how Faith is a comfort, a 
{hield and: buckler, to the children || 
It { of God, thatlive in yeares to-nnder-.| 

E- | fanding : ForFaith, as hath beene | 

-- | ſhewed, enlightens the underſtand- 


ing, 


— 
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fo Laod:cea, | | 
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ing.and to thg heart is freed from di- | 
liraction,and comforted. 

It remaines, to ſpcake-of choſe re- 
deemed ones, that dye before yeares 
afford underſtanding: whethet they 
are comforted : or, ( which is all 
one) whether they may be ſaid, to 
believe: to which purpoſe, it will | 
need no more than to enquire, -whe- 
ther it be needtfull for them to have 
Faith : and ſurely we finde, where" 
there is no knowledge (as in Chil- 
dren,%c.) there can be no diſcourle, 
no ceni;deration :- wherethere is no 
knowledge, or ſenſe of finne, there 
can be no conſideration of a ſinful] 
condition, nor any apprehenfion of 
wrath for finne : becauſe indeed,the 
judgement is not of ſtrength to dil- 

courſe upon the Law, and where 
theſeare not, there can bee no di- 
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Aion of minde,no horror,no-amaze- 
| ment, 
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| ment: What neede is there then of 


comtort ? What - cauie, that faith 
ſhould be wrought ina mind to qua- 
lifyed ? (as are all childrens) for |. 
they cannot know or underitand, 
and if they cannot conceive or know 
| they cannot beleeve : for who be- 
Jeeves more than he knowes, or who 
knowes that which he doth not be- 
leeve ; all which duely weighed, will ' 
* it not appeare that there isan im- 
poſlibility, that a Child ſhould have | 
any meaſure of Faith: and that there 
is no need that he ſhould have any 


| 


] 


faith,in any kind of acception,whe- 
ther ataall, porentiall, or habitu- ' 
all, as is too much diſputed : and 


| all upon this Foundation, thart faith 


is a neceſſary condition, required in 
every. one that ſhall be ſaved, and 
that without Faith there is no Sal- 
vation : whereas it plainely appea- 


 reth that Faith is wrought in us by 


the 
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|] fying us of our peace and reconcilia- 
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the Holy Ghoſt to comfort us by in- | 
lightning our underſtandings,and by | 


ſhewing us, affuring us, and certi- 


tion with God: And it doth not ap- 
peare to be required as a condition: | 
and then children may no doubt be 
ſaved without it. | 
And itit be true, that we areall re- 
deemed betore we are borne,and that 
children are ſaved without faith. 
Then is not Salvation tyed unto be- 
leefe: or Faith a condition; with- | 
out which we cannot be ſaved : for, | 
itis proved that all men,women and | 
children,that are the whole Church 
of God, are all ſaved, onely, and to» j 
| tally;: by the merits of Chriſt ;. that 
his merits are applyed to us ſuffici-- 
| ently, and effeQually too, by his 
owne aſſumption of our nature, by 
which weare incorporate into him. 
It is proved alſo, that Faith Is an ef- 
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| | Chriſts Counſel! 
. te& of the Holy Ghoſt,the Comfor- 
| ter, by which he comforteth us: nor 
 ofour Redeemer, who is an abſo- 
' | lute Redeemer, and perte&, having 
F | left nothing to bedone by us,before 
{ | or after Faith, -to conſummate an 
unconſummated redemption. It is 
| apparent that Faith was given for 
| } anotherend; ſoas it may betruely 
BH faid of faith ; Without Faith, no 


1.-70y in the Holy Ghoſt , But to fay, 
£1 without faith;no ſalvati on, deſerves 
ty © good caution. | 
| Iris very likely that the Angell 
| of the Church of Labdices, was thus 
| -rruely informed of the truthes of the 
.Gofpel,whichis the glad rydings of 
; peaceand reconciliation, and no 
.doubr, did for atime live therein, 
' and poſlefſe the ſame:Bur afterwards 
|rhrough ſluggiſhnefle and pride, did. 
fall} imeo/an- infenſibility of thoſe! 
- © SINERINN truthes, 


: 
+ 
. 
Ul 
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| to Laodicea, 


truthes, being alſo deluded by the 
( | ſabtilty of falſe Teachers, and So- 
phiſters,torſooke the living Waters; 
| and did digge to himſelfe broken pits 
that held no water. I 
The Apoſtles counſel! therefore is 
very good, faying,boaſt not thy lſelfe, 
but let him that ſtandeth take heed 
leſt he fall: For the beſt of Gods } 
children, (it one be better than ano- 
ther ) through the want of the exer- } 
ciſe of their faith, are apt and prone | | 
to fall , even as this good Angell or ; 
Minifter did, into a meere lukewarms- | 
1 nefſe: Teaching, and living inſuch | - 
$ ſort, as that thoſe committed to his 
e || | charge,and the very Truth of God, | | 
f | | are extreamely prejudiced thereby : $ 
o || | Nor canGod take any pleafure theres 
1 | | in: buc' even vomits them eur of 
Is} | Church and fervice, and gives them 
14 | up to Satan ro buffet them : and ſaf- 


fers theſe prodigals to feed amongft 
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| the ſwine, on Huskes and Achornes: | | 
| Falſe DoCtrines, and Hereſtes, and | | 
| 
| 


ſuch mixtures of Law and Goſpel], 
as that for a time, they live in as 
| | great trouble of minde,and diftrati- 
| | onof {pirit, as they did before they 
- | had reccived Faith : and have no 
; Peace.or joy at all : and remaine fo 
| long in-this diſltemper,till at the laſt, 
with the Spouſe in the Camicles, this 
' | pooreſoule cryeth out, By night in 
| mybed 1 ſought him whom my ſoule le- 
4 veth; in the drowhe time of reſt and 
ſecurity, and in the darke miſts of 
errours,and miſ-interpretations,and 
| falſe apprehenſions ; I ſorght him,but 
; 1 found bim not : Thien ſhe ſayes, 1 
! will riſe now,and goe about the City, in 
| the ſtreetes, and in the broad wayes I will 
-ſeeke bim whom my Soule loveth : T will 
| fee,ifI can recover, and re-eſtabliſh 
_ { my wavering,unſetled mind , -by the 
| general] approved DoCrines,applau- 
j iP — ded | 
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ded in the open itreetes, and by the. | 
greatand large diſcourſes, whocon- 
tineall knowledge, and appropriate } - 
to themſelves the reſolution of all | 
doubts and feares, thoſe that have } 
Art, and all learning in its very-ex- 
cellency : 1 ſought him amongſt theſe 
allo, but Tfound him not : T he Watch= | 
men tht goe about the City found me. 
Thoſe bleſſed wakefull ſervants of 
God, that continually attend the 
goodand weltare of their brethren. 
Thole that ſtife not the Spirir, but 
continually by their exercife doe ſtir 
up the grace of God that is in them z 
To theſe ſhe ſaid, Sym you him whom 
my.Soule Ioyvetb? - Yea,doubtleſſe they 
ſaw him continually, even as he is, 
the very light of their eies,andbreath 
of their no(trils ; And, having ſome- 
what meditated on thoſe cleare, un- 
mixt truthes, that paſſed from them, 
It wasbut a lictle that I paſled from | ' 
C 3 them, | 
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them, but T found him whom my Soule 


| | loveth, darkeneſſe, and errour, and 
| ſaperttition, and all feare vaniſhed 


away, andI found my ſelte the ſame 
new Creature, as at my firit regene- 
ration : IT held him, and I would not let 
him goe, untill T had brought bim into my 
Mothers hou'e, into the chambers of her 
that conceived me : I lived the lite of 
Faith, and would no more be diver- 


| ted from my aſſurance of his love,by 
7 any infinuations of my fraile reaſon, 
{ or by any allurements whatſoever : 


: | here was I borne of God : here will 


I reſt and abide for ever : in the ſweet 
and comfortable paſſages of the Go- 
| ſpell, made now manifett againenn- 


:j ro me, by thelively operation of rhe 


4 


Spirit of God, and ir ſhall be a war- 
| ning unto me, how I give eare to 
| thoſe falſe teachers, that mixe the 
; Law and the Gofpell cogether; thoſe 


| that make rcdemprion conditionall ; 


27S wee tgch Gael, 
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and-make jt to depend on duties. I 


ſeea Chriſtians eltate, is the molt | 


free of all eltates. Nothing at all is 


required of him, and they arebut 


deceivers that teach otherwitle, in a= 
ny reſpe&t : What is required of him 
for whom Chriſt dyed? Contider 


-all the particulars forenamed ; The 


felt whereof is Faith, and that (as 


hath beene ſufficiently cleared )) is ſo . 


4 


totally a gift, that it cannot in any 


reſpe&; be truely called a condition : 


Then tor Repentance, Humiliation, |: 


ſelte-denyall, weeping,. and mour- 


ning, and falting, and Prayer, the . | 


uſe of the Ordinances, of Hearing, 
Reading, the Sacraments, and the 


obſervation of the Sabbath, and do- | ; 
ingas onewould be done untv, and |}: 


the reſt. 


Obſerve now, how ot 1s manj- 1 
feſt in the particularsſpoken of faith) 
that in every one of theſe, there is: | 
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| | Chriſss Counſell 


palpable miſtakings : All of chem 


are made duties,by (almoſt) all Tca- 
chers, and they teach, that we mult 


{ exerciſe our ſelves in them, or ſhall 
{ havenopartin Chriſt, 


Faith (as hath beene declared) is 
3 ſupernaturall Grace, wrought in 


| This(cleare apprehenſion of Gods 
love workes in us an exceeding love 
to God,who hath beene fo good un- 
tous: and thisloye workes in usan 
earneſt endeavour to ſhew our ſelves 
thankfull unto him for all his kind- 
neſſe and goodneſſe towards us : 
which, our faith tells us, we cannot 


| '1| better doe, than by living godly,and 


[as God hath loved us: Now, whilit 


righteouſly,and ſoberly, in this pre- 
fent world, and to love our Brother 


we 
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us by the Holy Gholt, by which we-* 

1 cometo know;that we are reconciled 
| unto God,;and of enemies arebecome 

| his friends,his beloved children. 
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wee continue in this lite, Faith, 
is not perfe&t in us, but, is as: 
we excrciſe it: if Faith bze ſtrong 
| and vigorous, ſo will love bealfſo, | 
| which will appeare4in the lite and 
converſation : it we careleſly ſuffer | 
ous ſpirits to be drawn aide by the 
| allurements of the world,and abate 
| of our contemwplations of Gods love, | 
| and tall into any miſ-beſeeming aQi- 

|| | on;ſuchas very reaſon it felfe would } 
be afhamed of ; how is poſſible, but | 
the belcever in ſuch a caſe, will vex, 
and grieve,and torment himſel fthat | 
he hath diſhonoured his God, and 
(candalized his Brother, and cauſed 
the name of God to be blaſphemed 
| amongſt leud and vicious people? 
| Yea in this ſad condition, his fraile- 
| ty may worke ſo upon him, as to 
cauſe him to queſtion his eftate, and 
| to interpret thoſe FatherTy chaſtiſe-if 
ments, which God, as a loving Fa-! 
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$ ched; asa duty to bepertormed, at 


| No, doubtlefſe it ought not to bee 
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Ctriſts Connell 


to. 


Fil ther infiitsnpon him to draw him 


home, and neerer to himfelte (hon: 
T love I chaſtiſe) & to give him occalt- 


| "on to raiſe and roule up himſelfe by 


faith, he,I ſay, interprets to be marks 


#4 of his vengeance, and cryecs out in 
{ the bitternefe of his Soule, Will the 


Lord never more be intreated ? ſhall bis 
wrath burne like fire? hath he forgotten to 
'be gracious, and wilt hee ſput up bas lo- 


4 ving kindneſſe in diſpleaſure? Put at 
4 Tength, Faith gets thevictory, and: 


then he ſees all is: but his owne mi- 
ftakings : Shall this now,this griefe 


4 and vexation? this horrour and a- 
{ .mazement? ſhall this Repentance, 


which is an effe&X; and cannot but be- 
ſo? it is. impoſſible it ſhould bee 0- 
j it be prefſed and prea- 


all times and ſeaſons, thar.wee-mulſt 
thus repent, and mourne,and grieve? 


ſo: 
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| hand, and we in him. : Feare indeed 
bath painefullnefſe, and he that fea- | 2 


{ Fs OE er mann, 


to Laodicea. 


ſo: Rather rejoyce in the Lord alwayes 
againe, I ſay,rejayce: For we hate not + 


gaine, but the ſpirit of adoption, wheres | 


by wee cry, Abba Fathzr : 


nn a. 
R 4 


received the ſhirit of bondage to feare & | 


and have |. 


boldnefe to the Throne of Grace, ' 
where Chrilt fitteth at his right 


_ 


reth is not perfe& in; Love, for per- 
ſhould tronble,or grieve, Br make aj 


that juſtifier him, who 3s he that dares) 
_ condemne him? | Hee ought not toi 
dye it himſelfe; nor no man elle, 
nor Angels, nor Principallities, 
nor powers? What, . becanſe hits 
frailety. will ſometime get the 


nanced ? ſhall it be cemmanded asa; 


| dothany other ofthe like- (falſena- 


duty? what pets he by it? 'or what. 


feCtlove ca'teth out all feare : What | | 


traid the Sonne of God ? 7: 34 Gat}: 


upper - hand, {hall it bee courite-;{ * 
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med) duties getus: Hath bee not gt- | 
ven 1s his Sonne, and with him all 
things? | 


Asit is in Repzntance, ſo rans ir | . 
in all that followes. Ir is in vaine | 


to bid the beleever humble himlelte, | 


: 1 there is none ſa meeke, ſo humbleas | 
{ he: heſecs nodifference twixt him- | 
| ſelfe, andany man upon earth, he | 


knowes there is no cauſe in himſclte | 


| | butthat God nay as juitly fave any | 
:{ man as he, for hewas dead in ſinnes | 


$ and at enmity with God, and more | 


_ | indifpoſitioncan there not be in any 


man, even the vileſt on earth; So you 


$ fee by this, hee denies himſelte, no | 
F 4 man more:and you need not bid him | 
F { doe it, for itis impoſſible for him to | 
| { doc otherwiſe. 


As for weeping, and mourning, 


and faſting: When by his frailety 


_the | 


—_ 
__———c_@pÞllk_ 

— 

m—— 


10 Laodicea, 


the Bridgroome ſcemes to be taken |: 


from him, or that his Faith, which 
is his light, is clouded, you need not 
then bid him doe any of theſe : hee 
is then tooapt unto them : toc prone 
to wrong himſelte thereby, as was 
inſtanced in the matter of Repen- 
tance. And if thou be a true Mini- 
{ter of the Goſpell, thou haſt cauſe to 


reprove him for his weakenefle, and 


to help to ſtrengthen him. 


A Child that knowes his F ke 


loves him,when he wants any thing, 
ſhall you neede to tell him that hce 
ought in duty to aske it of his Fa- 


ther?as much need thereis to Preach . 
Prayecras a duty: A belcever cannot | 


want mnch, nor many things: He 


hath eternal life,then he js in Chriſt. 


then he hath remiſſion of finne; then 


he is juſtityed ; then he is not under 
the Law; then not under wrath,nor 
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| finne, nor death, hee hath peace of 


Conſcience, and joy inthe Holy 
Ghoſt: Hee accounts all temporal! 
things as Iofſe and dung, in compa- 
riſonoftheſe; and having food and 
rayment, he hath eclough, the va- 


nities, and honours, and ſuperfluj- | 


tiesof the world, are no part,of his 
portion, he is freely abated rherein: 
nor knowes he how a Chriltian can 


| | poſſeſſe more than what's meerely 


neceſſary, there are ſo many oppor- 
| tunities of doing good : and fo ma- 
| {| ny of hisbrethren, that lacke things 

| needfull : A rich Chriſtian, richly 


j clad, (except in a ſpirituall ſenſe, as : 
here in the Text) is to him a won- : 
der, and a meere riddle, and a very 
impoſlibilicy, implying an abſolute 
contradi&ion:: ſurely a very ſhort | 
. Prayerſufficerh : as our Saviour well | 


knew, when hee taught us how to 


"pray, and reprooved long prayers, ! 
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[0 Laodicea, 


Tautologies, and vaine repetitions, 
 Asking thoſe things, which weſay 
wedoe beleeve we have already, as 
| the remiſſion of (inne, &c. cryings 
out, out of the burthen of finne, 
when wee beleeve that Chriſt hath 
borne our finnes in his body on 
the tree, and that his blood cleanſeth 
us fromall finne: And. in one and 
| | theſamejnſtant to perionate aman 
| extreamely affrighred with tin, and 
a man giving thanks,for remifſionof | | 
{nby Chritt,& alſo of a man that js | : 
afraid, even of the fins of his preſent | | 
Prayers, and of one that hath victo=-- i 
; ry over {inne, death, and hell : Alſo 
of a man that is delivered from un- | 
der the Law into the glorious liber- 
ty of che-Sonnes of God, and yet a-- 
| | gaineputs himſelfe under the Law; 
| tor though he knowes that faith in-- | 
formes more powertully to good. 
| workes, and good life than ever the 1 


Law 
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Law could doe, yet without the Law, 


and his obſervation thereof, he is as 
dead, as if there were no lifein faith; 


nur peace in Chriſt: and all this, 


though it be no other but niecre con- 
tradiftion, yet nothing is moreu- 
ſuall in Prayers, nor more plainely 
diſcerneable : whereas, ſurely pray- 
er is anOther thing, than it is con- 
monly taken to be,even the ſupreame 
lite of Faith, or continual] wa'king 
with God, and enjoyment of our 
heavenly converſation : the which 
rightly to underſtand, we mult de- 
rel our ſelves of al humane thoughts: 
but how ealily, and inconſiderately 
doe men fall into errors, :and being 


 onceengaged therein, how earneſtly 


doe they maintaine them ? even as it 
they were ſaving Truthes. 


A ſtrong healthfull man, that 
keepes himſelfe in breath and heart, 
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by good exerciſe, ſhall you need to 
tell ſuch a man, that it is his duty to 


feed himſfelfe ? even ſo is it needfull 


to tell a beleever, that it is his duty 
to heare Sermons, read the Scri 


| tures, and frequent the Lords. Table, 


theſe being his proper and as natu- 
rall food, by which his Faith is 
ſtrengthened and increaſed ? Yet in 
what a ſad and fearetall manner are 
theſe as duties preit upon mens con» 


ſciences, upon paine of having no | 
part in Chriſt : and of everlaſting | 


damnation in hell fire tor ever? and 


they put us upon theſe to try and | 


prove our ſelves, by marks and {tgnes 
drawne from our performance of 


| theſe? Butwe had need to try theſe 


ſpirits whether they be of God or 


not: indeed we never had more cauſe 


to try all things, and to ho!d no- 
thing but what is good : to take no- 
thing for gold bur whar is tryedin 

the 
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the fire,and will endure in the fiery 


{ tryall of afflition,and paſſe for cur- 
rant in the Court of a diltrefled con- 


ſcience; and is of full value to dil - 


charge all our debts, and to make 
us compleatly rich,and for ever bleſ- 


(ed. 


| . The true beleever ſubmits himſclte 
to every ordinance of -man for the 
Lords fake: And as for the obſer- 
vation of the Sabbatli, ſo exceeding- 
ly preſtand preacht, as a duty to be 
exaQtly performed in the exerciſe,on- 
ly, of 

God : All dayes are to him this *ab- 


bath, for he liveth in chat re!t,which 


was typifed out by the old Sabbath, 
he hath his conſtant reſt in Chrilt, 


faying, with David; My beart ws fix- - 


ea, O God, my heart is fixed, I will ſing 
and give praiſe. Take care to keepe 
Faith in heart and breath, and faith 

' will 


— 
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the Worſhip and Service of | 


| 


| 


| 
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to Laod:cea, 
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will make every day a Sabbath;with- 
all, his liberty isto be judged of no 
man, for, faith he, one man cftee- 


-meth one day above another, ano- 


ther eſteemeth every day alike; let 
every man be fully perlwaded in his 
owne mind: he that regardeth a day, 
regardeth it to the Lord, and he that 


| regardeth not rhe day to the Lord, 


he doth not regard it; let no man 
judge you in mcates, or in drinkes, 
or i8.reſ{pef of an Holy day, or of 
the New Moones; or of the-Sabbath, 


which were ſhadowes of things to: 


come: the body is Chritt, who hath 
fulflled for us,all righteouſnefſe,and 
is made unto us of God, Wiſedome, 
Righteoutneſſe, SanCtifcation, and 
Redemption : Thus free is a belee- 
verin himſelte: Yet, rather than 
his freedome ſhall offend his weaker 


- Brethren, he will tor their ſakes, 0b- 


fervedayes, and times,or any other 


indit- 
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indifferent thing, but if you preſſe 
them as abſolutely neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, he knows you erre;and though | 
he cannot perſwade with you,he can 
with himſelte: and though for | 
peace ſake hee may ſubmit the out- | 
ward man, yet the inward man can- 
not be beguiled of his freedome, of 


his reit and peace. 
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neſſe it ſelfe, and delighteth in the 
chearefulnefſe of his children, An- | 
-noynt oureyes with his bleſſed eye- 
ſalve that we may haveeyes to lee, & | 
' hearts to underitand what is this | 
gold tryed in the fire, and this white | 
and molt pretious rayment, that we | 
may comprehend with all Saints, 
what is the length,and breadth, and | 
the heighth, and depth of the riches | 
of the Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus | 
our Lord, and bleſſed Saviour, and | 
thereby | 


| 
Our bleſſed God, who is good- | 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
i 
| 
++ 
is 
; 
j1 
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If to Laodica, 


& || thereby recover, and preſerve us all 
| from all Neutrality , Lukewarme- 
| 
| 


neſſe, and mixtures of deceiveable er- 
[| rors : that thelight of the glorious | 
r || Goſpell of Chriſt may ever be bright 
. ||| and ſhining in our hearts by Faith; 
|| Amen, Amen, 
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Our Redemption, Reconci- 


cation by him alone. 


FAITH. 


Rejuyce in the Lord alwayes. 


{ 


—_ 


LONDON, 
Printed by Rich.Cotes for Foh.S weeting 


figne of the Angel, in Popes- 
__ head Alley. 1042, 


x 

} 

' 

: 

o 

= * 

4 

.—- 
+ 


liationz and hopeof Glorifi- þ 


| Together with” the Righteoutſneſle of| | 


and are to be ſold at hjs ſhop,at the | * 


 .AND | | 
CON TEMPLATIONS| | 


O F 
|[IESVS CHRIST. 


U menos j 
_— þ 


a_ | 4; 
/ 


—_— 


220222092: 


I THE 


AVT {OVR 


Wi - EQ _ Ts 
| =p =D Oat T. coute, al 
[-- 1.f\ that as. Any: Gs. 
G18 deſpiſeth isBook-ooula 

| [ET wderſtand it. yet ſo 
JJ it is, that men being 

VF 1 iſe. an their anne 

eyes, ad havitg ! 18 admirutiog the > 
' ng of this world, doe. aopaunt 2 
| _ moſh renyferk table wruthes, that }- 
| TY A 3 declare; 
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. The Epiſtle 

dt — A — 
declare unto us the benefits that we 
| awe received by the. death” of ont 
| | leſſed Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 'to be | 
[- | Gur fooliſhneſſe, and too meane an ob- 
Jeet for their ſuppoſed” Eagle eyes, 
| [though indetd $hey arc ibut caunter- 
| [Feit ,& cravenInaſmuch as they da- | 
| | =le at the luſtre of that Sunne, the 
| prey” whereof. cannot be diſcer-| 
| | ped bat by a ſpirit they contemne : 
| preferring darkendſe before lighr, 
| phantaſmes and things thut are not 
| before what is fubſtantiall, ' and. of 


y | moſt excellent being -* ll that Tfhall 
| | ſay to. ſuch, #, that T heartily wiſh 
| eir eyes may be opened , the ſcales 
| | and mifts of error, and ſclfe-conceit 
| | being taken away, that fo they may 
| | zogether 'with- us percerve the cx- 
| | ceeding comfort that we doe recetue. 
| frew| 


7, POO hd 


) rothe Reader. | 
on | : Do. 

' from the a[ſurance of our ſalvation, 
- - the m— my of the 
; | _—_— inheritance of the Sonnes of 
.' | | God. | 

| And howſoever there webut lit-\ 
|| jtle hope by this Booke to alter thoſe 
| men that are pre-occupyed wth ſuc 'F 
| | | falſties as they ſucke 1n nghh their” 
| | breath, and arebecomeconſubſtanti- |! 
all with them, error and pride ha+ 
J ving ſo fild them, that there no} 
roome in their hearts for truth and 
meekeneſſe, this Booke beſides being} 
written, not ſomuch to prove as to 
| | enjoy thoſe things that belong uno} 
our peace, the Author being con- 
fident of what he wrote : yet perad-\ 
venture meeting with ſome ſuch diſ- 
poſitions as are yet in ſuſpence,it may 
take them by the hand and direct 
| A 4 them 


et 
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The Epiſtle 
them into every roome therrof,” and\ 
| thongh not open their hearts by the 
| key of ar gument, yet raviſh and en- 
 Lighten themwith the cleare Sunnc- 
(hine'that theſe truthes carry with 
 kthem : and however they came with 
| Wo [ur intentions, 'yet with Saul be- 
we congjriced, they may prophcſie 
| | arong the Prophets, proteſting mays | 
| fully ro fo ht under his banner, whoſe 
| #are-now inaced they beare : to the 
| beating downe of ſtrong holds that 
| watntaine a-falſe and uſurped righ-! 
{ Feouſorefſe of their owne, making the | 
phetious - "and meritorious dcath of 
Chriſt. of no' effect; by which alone, 

i without meanes or other conditions 
[ mhatſoever,we looke to be ſaved. 
| Lafety, for thoſe who doc already. 
know what i the length, and depth, 


and. 
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| os to'the;Reader. 1 


cr ES WC FI > EO EET 


| | and breattth of the xiches bf \G0d: in 
Chriſt Feſus, to: whom. this. Bodke 


| can ſing mo new ſong, but ſuch "gr 
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are perfefÞiin, - Fortbeſe, I ſay," 
Aut hot, eſgccielh intendcd it, \and il 
the marugreaſor'that moved hinkwo | 
It, 1 as;. that howere their 6yes mere | | 
opened, the -wveile taken away; and | 
that they ſaw God reconciled ta them, [ 
their ſinnes forgiventhew,:thelaw} 
| | andthe naman forthe breach} | 
for : Tet he having obſerved, that. 
they doe Het ſnfficiently enjoy: what\|i 
aye Aiſtratted, their. comforts lye by}, 
had. + 4 6 neg-l: 


of it, of no validity; toremovethe |; 
love of God from them, all. ſins paſt, | 
preſent, and to come,” being ſatisfyed | 

they already knomz. und that through 

| vaine diſputations that ed:fienot, but 
rather enzender doubts, theit minds| j 
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"The Epiſtle | 
jj FE glected, Learning, ani Humane 


E labieiess foo much magnrſyed, and by 
{that meanes, when indeed we are all 
F yrs » one Brother before another | 
eferred ; the truc profeſſion- of | 
p erp which ſhould declare __— | 
[1 27nde to bein every one of us, bein 
"1 by our difa _ cd the 
| enemies nM ercof,- that by ſeeing our 
I good workes. Nlowld glorifie the ſame 
1 God; \and Chriſtin the ſame manner 
with owr ſelves; ſpeaking vill of us ;| 
H and hardning themſelves againſt us : 
| Theſe his beloved Brethren, the ws | 
thor, from the 'yerning bowels of his | 
| hdetowards acl thus' beſpeakes : 
That if there be any confolees 0 in 


TChriſt Feſus, if any comport of love, 


of any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, that 
5 rr joy of Chriſt, be 
_ like 


—_—_.o_——_— 


" a 


| the ſame mind may be in us that was. 


_ | Brother our head,our life,onr all. To 


__ 
| 
o 


"rothe Reader. 


like minded, having the ſame love, 
being of one accord, one judgement, 
| that nothing be done contentiouſly, 
or through vai veg! ory, but that in 
' meekneſſe of mind, every one eſteeme 
| other better than himſclfe : and then 
| 20 queſtion but we (hall growin grace, 
| : rg 
' our faith by thismeanes ſtrengthened, 
| our lover ncreaſed, and communica- 
ted; Chriſt onely exaltcd, workes' 
and faith no otherwiſe then as teſts- 
monies and evidences to us ward of 
our [alvation Preached : finally that. 


in Chriſt Feſus our example, our 


\\whons with God the Father ,. and the 
| Holy Ghoſt, all poſſible praiſe and 


thankeſgiving be aſcribed, now and. 


for evermore, Amen. 
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The: Coments, 


b 008 \ Meditation I. | 

jF our bleſſed and glorious King, 
"Lleſus Chriſt, 

" Meditation, TL 

*.Of our Redemption by Chriſt. 

|... Adeditation. III. 

3 i 1 OftheRighreouſnelſe of Faith- 

Ateditation. IV. 


Feornnpon Reconciliation by - 
Chriſt our Lord. 


©. Dleditation. V. 
OfPaith, triamphing. in the viftory | 
at of Chritt. 

x. "ian VI. 
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Mp Meditation, . V TI. 
*- Concerning workes. of Love. 
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MEDITATI O N. " 5h 
| of our bleſſed and glorious King ow 


s (t, 


NT Pleaſant ftreames, whoſe li-: 
7 ving waves, 
& ?Bove Libanus doerite,''- 

About whoſe bankes the flowres: doe 
Right joyſome for our eyes ! (meet 

O ſweet ! O paſſing all that's ſweet ! 
O faire! O paſlingfajre ! - -- 

Theſe eyes of minedid nere- behold 
Such pleaſures as here are. ©» ©" 

How rapt am I, how tull of bars. 

- Toſeethe Garden ope, 

To ſee the cloſed one diſclos?d!- 

*T was more then I could hope. 
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Meditations. 
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| | Behold the Paradiſe of God 
; Is ſet to open view, - 
| 7 Andeke thoſe treaſures that till nou, 
No mortal] ever knew. 
Tis thou O Saviour that art 

The Garden and the Spring, | 
The treaſtre,Paradiſe of God, 

And every bleſſed thing. 
The world and all that therein is, 

O faireſt of all men, 

To ſee the beauty of thy face, 
| | Dothskipfor joy agen. 
 Leapeearth, and let the Heavens ling 

| | © with ſweetelt me'ody, 
3 For Sions King has left his Throne 
To come and dwell with me. 
; | Oureyes haveſeen him,and our hands 

That he was fleſh can te!l, 
For Gods owne Sonne became a man 
| | That he 'mongſt men mighr dwell. 
. | Oliſten, *cis the happycſit newes, 
| | Thatever toucht your eare, 
\ [Gods owne and onely Sonne,a weake 


And 


CE 
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Aled tations, 
| And ſimple Maid did beare. 


| [From's Fathers boſome where he fate 


From all eternity, 


| Our bleſſed Saviour did deſcend, 


A worthy one was he. 
This is the heire in all the World, 
No glory like to this, 


 [Aneverlaſting God,and an 


Immortall King he is. | 
Twas for our ſakes heleft his Throne, | | 
And from his Kingdome came, *' | 
God ſent him to redeenie the World, | 
And madehim man,for man. | 
As on the new mowne fields doth fall, 
The ſoft and gentle raine, 
So ſweetly enter'd he our hearts, 
To make them live againe, 


| Haw bleflings from his wings did flow E 


To keepe us from all ſixife, 

And from his ſide,as from a ſpring, 
Health andeternall life. 

Leffe welcome is the mornings dew 


'Todead and __ :hed A 


i CATION _ For [ 
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HMpatiarions, 
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For we were dead,but now we live, 
| . His ſpirit vigor yeelds. 


| { O welcome, welcome, fing we all 


With mirth and one accord, 
Ten thouſand welcomes be to him 
That:comes ith* name oth? Lord : 


Sing Plalmes with ſweeteſt voyce, ' 


| Andlet the Trumpets eccho forth 


His praiſe with ſhrilleſt noyſe. 


| | Why earth, why doſt thou not. receive, 
| | With loveand thankes.thy King?” 
- | See,this.is he when thou wert loſt, / 
| 1 Thatdid thy ſafety bring. _ . 

| | And yee O Sons of men, with love 


And all reſpe&s befide, 


| | Your everlaſting doores ſet ope, 
| | . AndiJet your gatesbewide. | 
\ | For he that enters in will fill. Yi 


Thy heart with buxome glee ; 


I Otis thy Saviour: Jeſus Chriſt; | 


A glorious King is he. . 


| | Qur hearts,yea,we-our ſelves axe PUTes 
7 y E” oo: or | | 


J 


- 
__ 
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| 


O meete with joy;your gracious King, | 


\ 
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| | Meditations. 


For thou, us all haſt bought; 
[And O that we belides our ſelves, 
To give thee elſe had ought! 
How ere wee'l praiſe thee, and will tell 
| How thoutor us waſt ſpile, 


I| And wilt thou heare us when we fi =_ 


I know OLord thou wilt. 
We are thy ſervants, nay whats more, 
Thy Sonnes and heires arewez:? T 
For thou hat broken a!l the bonds 
- Ofour captivity. 
Tell,O my foule, how did thy God, 
And Saviour appeare: 


The treaſures of a King ? ? 


Such was his opening. 


| How pleaſant Eden did appeare, 


How. beauteous every tree, 
And yet that Paradiſewasfarre 
Lefle raviſhing than he, 


As choycelt Gardens,choyceſt fri aite; i. 
Thatſprings both freſh and cleare; * 
[| Did ever any eye behold 
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Or when rich gems are fi#it diclowd?. | 


| 
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Tis better farre to ſee him breake 
| Than day or mornings eyes 
When pleaſant light appeares, and all 

'The Warld doth open lye. 

The beauty of each Paradiſe, 

And every mm feld, | 

All pleaſant fiowers,and whatſoere 

A timely Spring can yeeld. 
Tis trae indeed; the ſtately Arch 
| Fhat Solomorhad rais'd, 
The Holyeſt of Holies was: 
Ofall the World much prais'd ; 


An1 pav'd with pretious ſtones, 


* } Bothrichandroyall ones. 
t | There was the Table and the wings 


E-. Oth* Cherubins of Gold. 


. + The Arke was there of Shittim wood, 

| Right glorious to behold. 

The written Law of God was there, 
And Manna ſent from Heaven, 

With Aarons rod that grew againe, 

Thoug 


| 


| The light was there, and Candleſticks | 


( 


For*rwas orelaid with plates of Gold, |. 


h 


ks. 
"IN F ly . 
: % ——— . 
, { 
—_—_— 


] Hed tations, 


| Thoue h firſt of life bereaven.. 
Twas hays the Higheſt gave his voyce 
'Y And alſo did abide, | 
The preſence of his glorious face: | 
Was ſeene there to reiide. | 
Hedid both heare there, & was hk; 
A very heavenly place : 
But a diviner far was lie | 
Who by that ſhadowed was; ' 
| When all the beauty of this houſe, 
'| And S$9lomon was leene, 
What an aſtoniſhment it ſtrooke, 


——_— 


» || | - In the Sabean Queene! | 
'] This matchles Church ſhe ſaw,$8 then 
S$ || | His owne Majeſticke Throne, : 
| | | His Court,his Port, & then his Houſe, 
A very peerelefle one; 


——_— 
—_— _— — 


His traine of Servants,with thegrace |; 
| AndOrder that they went, i 
Their rich attire beſeeming well | 
A Princes Regiment. | 
Shee catcht each word fell from his |}. 
With an attentive eare, (mouth. 
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| | :O blefſed Szviour ſings. 
| | What fiveeteckpreflions of 
"| :-And mercy hath beene made? * + 


_— 


M editations. 


'T hat ever I came here. 
Why did Inot beleeve? I find 
| Now*'twas a'true report, 


F-|.And that of thy renowneand fame, 


Therumor came too ſhort. 


| F Right happy arethy ſervants, that 


Stand alwaicsin thy fight, 


[ [They hearethe wiſdome of thy heart, 


And feethy powerand might ; 
Thus faid theQueen. But are our ſongs 
Of fraileand earthly Kings? 


| No ſure,our hearts of none but thee 


Y ,' ” « 


flions of thy orace 


'Yet thou art glorious above all : 
-Thatever hath beene ſaid. 
There hatli'bin of thy marvellons afts_ 
Exceelinp'great report; 7 te 

And yet what ever than carr fay; ' * 
Comes infinitely ſhort; * 


I, 


Pm'quite above my ſelfe, when T: / 
| Thy 


- 


| 


| & | 
And O theLord be _ ,quoth "4 | 


( 


( 


| 


,.< | 


Meditations. 


Thy excellence would conceive, 


[The very thought of thee dorh.quite 


Meof my ſelfe bereave. 4 
Bleſteye, who as Gods onely Sonnes 
Saw thy uncovered face, _ 
And as he had defir*d,beheld 
Thy Majelty and grace. 
Why,can the heart of nian conceive: 
A happinefle like this ? | 
Might I but ſee thy face O God, 
de wiſh no other blifle. 
O come and ſee, not Solomon 
His glory or his Crowne, 
Put him who is t.eternall King | 
Ot glory and rehowne. 
Looke on his glorious perſon, ſee 
His moſt majeiticke gate, _ | 
His goodly face,his God-like grace, 
And hisimperiall ſtate. 
O marke what-beauty is within, 


Ounexprefliveſweetneſſe this} _ : : = 
O folefelicity t: |, - 


—m——.. 


—  —_—__———_ 


CE 


Whatexcellent Majeſty, 32.Tit4 
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| | And now a ruſh for all the World, 


| They're moſtcontemptible to this, 
5 | Afas! what would I give that 


'| Then ſhould we all amazed fall 
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| Meditaitlons. 


Thou look'ft upon me O my love, 
And caughtit me with a becke, 

Thou didft entangle me throughout, 
With one chaine of thy necke, _ 


All beauty, every face ; 


Moſtſordid, vile, and baſe. 
O what a nothing is the World; | 
| Compar'd with this our King? | 


i. 


His fulneſſe could but (ing? 
O that could ſo utter it, 
That every man-might ſee'r, 


Atthy moſt glorious feet. 


Oh deare and pretious Saviour, 
Let not thy face lie hid, 
But to thy choſen ſhew thy {elte, 
As Solomon once did. 

| Let all comeforth and freely ſee 


O faireand lovely one, -. 
The Scepter and the!Treaſurie. 


__ cm 


— 


ag 


. | At which ſo peerelefle excellence, 


_ CC — "ET 
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| Ofthy ſalvation. 
V/earethy Brethren,O thou farre 


| . More ſweet than Paradice ! 


Among the reſt, O let thoſe ſweetes 

 Andbleſſings meentice. 
Thy lovers,O thou lovely one, 
T hy lovers tooarewe, 


| Weneed not Pray thee ope to ſuch 


Thy hidden Treaſury. 
To thee my ſoule bowes down,and oh 
Thatit could lower fall ! 


| Even ſo ſhall all the Kings of theearth, 


Though neere ſo {tout andtall ; 


| To thee,O mighty one,they muſt 


[heir properties laid by 
LikW bl vafſats licke the duſt 
In all humility, | 


| Thy Kingdomeand'its Majeſty 


All eyes ſhall clearcly ſee, 


| Whocan but bend the knee? 
All corners of the earth ſhall fall, +... 
Andevery Angell bow : IN 
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Meditations, © 
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2g : Meditations, 


| Andcan then O my ſoule thinke , 
{ Thouwiltnot worſhip too? 
{Are theſe thoſe Saints & bleſſed Soules 
That in thy preſence ſtand, 
{ Toſce the wiidome of the King 
That all things doth command? 
| And ſhall not I approach the Throne 
To ſee what may be ſeene, 

As once before King Solomons 

- Did the Sabean Queene ? 7 
Alas! ! thattime had wings to make 
| |- Thatday draw on apace: 
F [Even ſo to all the Sonnes.of men 
| .| Lord Jeſusſhew thy face. 
| | And now I fee, O joytull. foule, 
I | Thoudid(t not trult in yaine,! - 
Thou haſtnot put thy confidence. 
| Ina deceitfull man. 
_ | Why *tis the King ofglory this, 
E. heyery, Princeof Peace; /.; ' . 
[The be mighty \Godand Father of 1 
| Timgrhon {hall never ceaſe, 
bi The ank child,chls,this i is Chril | 
EL - _Ordain? 'd x 
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| |[O God, how gracious thou haſt beene, 


Under whoſe raigne and ſoveraignty, | 


Meditations, 
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| | 
. Ordain'd of God moſt high, | | 
Under whoſe awfull throne ſubdu'd, 
Angels and-powers doe lie. | 
This is that. rocke on whom for aye | 
Thy life O Soule depends, j 
Unto whoſe throne,as Frankincenſe, 
My ſpirit thankeſ-giving ſends. 


And miercifull to me, 
To let me ſee my Chriſt the ſpring | 
Ofall felicity? = 
No life,no liberty like this, 
To fee th* eternall King, 7 
And him whomGod for all our {innes | 
Hath ſent an offering. Yi 


_— 


For ever to endure, 
Where love and bleſſings ever grow, } 
No kingdome like this ſure. | 
Lliv'd in a.thicke darkenefle once, 

A miſt did blind mine eyes, 
But God:tranſlated me,and ſet 


| My ſoule above the skies. => 


| Ai 
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| Has repofleſt my minde. 
 'f There harboureth not a wicked man, 


 #. Ofviolenicedothbeare. 
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Meditations, 


| Where T rejoycing without end, 
[  Triamphanc joy 1 tind, 
| WhereGods one-un-expreſſed 


peace 


_—__ 
— 


| Noran oppreflor here, 
| Not onethat in his heart a thought 


'Mongt us backbiters ſafely live ; 


--| Andflanderers doedwell; 


But in this Kingdome'there's not one 
' A ſhamefultlic will tell. 

| A thiefe or adeceictull man, 

{ - Feareshere to ſhew-his head : 


| ©" Oviiheforbidden bed. 

Hereall the Worthies are of God, 

' Upon whoſe heads doe fic 

| Fulnefſe of love and quiet, with 
The Spirit that ſendeth it. 

Gods Kingdome is inrighteouſheſle, 

And peace ith? Holy Ghoſt: - - 

Such treaſures neither Solomor, 


Nor 
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'Or hethat ſeckes his nezghbors life, | 


ARE eel. 


Meditations, | 
Nor India can boaſt. 
Onevery tree,and every ſprig, 
Fulneſfſe of life doth grow ; 
In every river of this Land 
| Waters of life doe flow. 
Here men are fed with Angels food, 
And eate thebread of Saints, _ 
Even laſting peace, which whoſoere . 
| Is bleſt with,never faints. 
[| Thoſe ſoules that enter at theſe gates 
Shall never ſee a night, | 
For why? this San nere ſets, but yeelds | 
An everlaſting light. | 
{Alas,how much more happy 'tis 
A ſervant here to be, | 
Than on the Vniverſeto enjay 
A totall Monarchy! 
Ride on and profper mighty King, . 
And let thy Empire ſpread - | 
Sepoad the bankes of ! i==pg ſeas, Wn 
Or fartheft proptetrea "I 
Subdue thy oa and haughty foes, . 
Whoſe will oncarth'sa Law, 
nie WD on 


—— a 
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Meditations. | 


And make them as the trodden dung, 
| And as the threſhed ſtraw. 
| . |] May all Gods enemies expe, 
| 5 Nootherend but this : 
| { Butproſperous fortune, mighty King 
q Thy Cad Scepter kiſle. 
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 Tobethis Princes Sonne? 

No ſervant. ever ſo well far'd 

| Under King Solomon; 

| Though ſilver was as common dui, 


| ' And gold as ſtones ith ſtreete, 


——_— 


Bleflings in one did meet : 


Art mightier than he, 
Yea Solomon in all his ſtate 
| Was-but a type of thee. 
To be thy ſubje&- or thy Gave, 


Is Sonne and Heireto be, 


4 With immortality. 
Thou feelſt,my ſoule, how good itis, 
| | To 
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| What honour haſt thou, O my ſoule, 


| | 


Firre trees & Fig trees fild the grounds, | | 


|ButthouO __—_ | heaven and earth, || 


Forwhythy ſubje&s Lord,are crownd|| 


S 
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Fr] Meditations. 


j | To ſervethis Majelty, 
| Whoſe ſervice is eternall life, 
+ | And perfett liberty. 
To him that us of Caſtawayes 
Hath made the Prieſts of God, 
 Andby his blood hath freed us from 
The lawes revenging rod, 
To him thar hath left heaven to ſave 
| Usfrom eternall death, 
Be given all honour,laud;and praiſe, | 
| By every thing hath breath, _ > |} 


| | And now O Satan what a lye 

, My Soule has found thee in? 

How. common in thy-ſhamefull month | 
Has beene this odious fin ? 

What foule aſperfions haſtthou caſt 


On ſpotleſſe innocence 


And ſlandered the Lord of life, 12} 
Under a baſe om ? 


| Bur God,who all things can diſcerne , | 
Hath publiſhed thy name, | 


And now behold,as when day brekltes, | } 
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| | Medirations. 


\Uf "So I deſcry thy ſhame. 
| [Thou him deceiver calPdft, but ſure 


{ Thona deceiver art, 


: And of my Chriſt didſt worke a toule 
| ! Suſpition in my heart. 

| 'O full of all deceitand lies, 

{i Howhaſtthoutroubled mie? 

| [And yet I thanke the Lord, in vaine 


———_— —___ 


oa 


FH What though bis owne on whom like 


z [Againit the Lord of life their ſpeares | 
{ And fiercerbrowes did bend? 


And hang'd him ona tree? (face | 


| : All thy teruptations be. (raine 


F- Tel me deceitful] ſpirit, ought | 
FE Nottheſe things ſotobe?! 
Is not the wrath of God gone forth, 
i i As a conſuming fire? 
_—_ arenot their roars 

- Theſubjets of his ive?. | 


[Is not upon their open bro wes 
lf t A bill of ſcandall wrir ? 
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$ | Or peace hedid deſcend, | 


| What though they ſpat on's innocent | 


Meditations © [ 


| 


'/ 
| | So plainely every Chriſtian can 
With eaſedifcover it; -/ 
What though ſeducing Therdas tell ? 
| *And Fudas periſhed? | 
Were they not thieves and murderers, þ 
| Should they haye better ſped ? 
{ What though the {ced of Iſmzzel, 
{ Blaſpheme his holy name; 
Yet like to Libanon doth riſe 
Their\uncontrouled: fame, | 
| What though their Power take root & |: 
| Thevaſelt Ocean-ſpread, (oref 
| Where like inſylting Queenes they fir, | 
And on all Lawes doe tread? , ,..- Þ 
| Aday will come and. quickely too,, | 
Whenthey-ſhall tumble all,  ..; Þ 
And the reje&ed:ſtone ſhall grinde 
Them into pieces ſmall. 
Yet thou.contemn{t me,wicked one, 
: Andcry'ſt my traſkis vaine, _, -| 
That all thele things arefooleries; 
Conceptions of my braine.. +. 
Nay in thy ſcorn thou hugh t,& ſay 
| " WW 4 what 


OO —_— 


| ————_— mn. dd 


et, 


| | Meditations, 


— RGINe hs 
| | What idle dreames are theſe ? 
| | How comes this fondling to believe 
-} Impoſlibilities? 

{ | But God has tane thy veyle awa 
| Ys 
'F And now Idoeperceive 

The foule intendment of thy heart 

' Was onely to deceive. 


L3 


God hath declared that his Son 
Theauthour is of life, : | 

4 And thoupernitious Hypocrite 

[5  Ofall debate and ſtrife. | 

' Thou'ſt plaid the man with me indeed 

And ſtroveme to defeat, 

| Yea, thou haſt tempted me fall oft, 

4 Andfifted meas wheate: 

4 But was Ieverſecne to ſhrinke, 

5 Or fearefully to ſtand? 

Oh no, the great and mighty Lord 

;  Upheld mewith his hand. 

4 Such were his {keights, we could not 

1 Obtaine the viftory, (ſoone 

{ But of much more continuance 

{ Triumphs and joy ſhall be. 
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| Twas hethat did this happy end 


| And now I find that nonecan- ſay 


| 


Meditations. 


I ſeem'd indeed my ſelfe to fight, 
But *twas the ſpirit wide. 


Of my temptations bring. 
And now what comfort doeI find? 
What joy's within my breaſt ? 
My eyes were ſhut;but. now I ſee; 
God pre-ordain'd my relt. 


But by the Holy Ghoſt, 
That Jeſus:is the living Lord, 
Howere men ſay we boalt, - ; 
None can-but he whoſequickned heart'F 
The Spirit of God inflames,., ' Þ 
Who-knows ſalvation comes byChriſt | 
And by no other! meanes, 
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"MEDITATION. I. 
OF out Redemption by Chrip, 


Bleſt beGod. : for ever bleſt, 
in glory may hefir. 
{r5: whyohis watchful hand: me pluck. 
from theinfernall pit. = 
Tring ckeneRiich as mightbefelt, | 
E3 from fre inwhich j tell, | 
ton God hath ſav'd my ſoule, | 
, "| andfrom thepitof hell, 
| Pve ſcap'd, Eblefſe my God, Iam | 
| deliver'd and ft free. | 
;{Butwho in all the world can gueſſe 
Jv hat might this ranſome be? 
' that unvaluable blood 
4 OfGodseternall Sonne, 
3 Atthat great price I purchas'd was, 
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| Had he not dy'd,I ſurely had, , 


| Then would th'erernall L wrath « - God f 


| Twas right according to Gods Law: ; [ 


| But who would'ere have —_— thacf 
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Meditations, - 


avery wondrous ane. 


death was prepar'd for-mey a;!.-- 7 
Eternall death ; 'the mouth Sell, 
wideopen I conld ſee, 


. havelicktmenpas flame; .:- 
| And as thefire,be would have oe! 
and raſed out my name,' --- FE 
Thicke darknefſe my cloſe priſon was, þ $ 
a chaine oneither hand, 
Condemn'd,adjudg'd to endleſs drach 
the ſentence firme muſt ſtand., - 


no way but dyeI muſt, 

Unleſſe jk me Gods onely Jonne! - 
would periſh as the duſt... 

All would be wel againe,if he. 
wonld ſpare his pretious ns ods" 

Or elſe no itreams of oyle would feed 
or th'ſwelling Oceans flogd, 
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Meditations | 


41 Wouldere haveleft his throne to lay 
4 downe ſuch an offering ; 

1 That he would have debas'd himſelfe 
3 forfucha wretch as I, 

4 Andfor the very child of death 

1 -tocondeſcend to die? 

{5 Who above hope couldere hope this ? 
' Mans heart too narrow is, 

[1 To comprehend or thinke of ſach 

1- an unexpeRted bliſſe. 

{1 But when there was no way but that 

+1 - foreyer Imnſtdye, | | 
1 He in th? abundance of his love 

\ : with his life mine would buy. 
{]Both undefir'd'and undeſery'd 

71 for me his life helaid, | 
br Hebrake my cord,and burſt ny chain, 
| \anddowne my ratiſome pay'd, | 
: {He ſet me free, and dy*de my death, 
{1 © hebluſhtnot at the ſhame : 

* [Put laughingat their mockeries 
4 heventurd on the flame. 

j | Pf God Almighties wrath alone 


be 
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| And that we might berais'd aloft, + 


_ 


A1ea. tations, | | 


"the Wineprefle he did | tread, 31 
The weight he bore was wondrous 
water and blood he ſhed. (grear, | | 
Though preſtdowneto the very _ | 
yetoff he didnotiaſt ' Ti 
Thoſecurſes hedid beare for me, | | 
butclung to the:croſſe faſt. S711 
Erernall lite, hislifelaid downe 
forus both woeand wan, 
And God the blefled God was emu 
_ a curſe for earſed man. 
O depth of loveandbottomelkeſſ ! - 
mancannot reach*tT wis, / | 
The firmament,or whatſoere 
then ſaran lower is, 
The Seas with labour may bepaſt, 
"tis frequent in ourtime, | 
But this, asGod himſelfe,no bounds 
or limits can confine. 
Thinke'you it was but comninitlinns 
for love of man todye, 


lower then earth tolie? 


on 
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| O infinicel y lovd mankind, 
| thedarlingofthy God, - 

| The Rnges mighty were,but thou 
| They'd firength)and-all commanding | 
b O ſtrange!did God:come downe from | 
| Nay, did he ſuffer for poore man 
And is my felte a-tnan for whom 
What I the poore and vile worme, 
' | O worthyer of greater love 

| [ Let it by all poſterity : -- ; - 
1 All places ring of this,the Court 


"4 
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For thee thy Saviour hath felt 
his Fathers irefull rod. 


belay'd of Godabove,' (power, 


but thou the ſtrength of love. | 
and for man,man was maie?(heayen, | 
thoſe :torments as youſaid ? 
that mighty God did dye # 
theſonne of miſery ? 
thanmycloſebrelt can hold, t 


- 


;to'their ſonnesſonnes be told, ' * 


andeke the SanQtuary, 


| | Let it in every publicke.ltreet - 


_ -the; 
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the ſubje& of Songs be. 
Let this incomprehenfible 
| and boundleſſe love of God, 
 Beblown with Trump & ſhrilleft Vvoyce 
| throughall _ ye 
' When thou doſt feele a dampitig gticte 
t | | finkethy tormented heart, hel 
_ | FA thoughtofthis will raigftagaine, 
| Andfreeit from all ſmart. 
' Tis liferinto thee,and will free: 
| _ thy ſoule from deathsannoy,/ | -' - 
| 'O heart how-canſ thou chiiſe techis 
* buteven danee for joy > © + 
'Thy Father, Mother,or thy Nurſe” 
| did nere love theeſo well; 
Nor yet thy friend, though he was faid: 
within thee for to dwell. | 


4 |, fofreely to be bought 


 norcould;nor would havewr 
But he did dye, indeed hedid; 
he ſaffered all my MS 
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| Whywith thatprecious font of blood 4 


Was ſuch'a worke as mortal] man Þ 
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| "2 Mediuations. 


| That Agony and bloody fiveat, 


that would have ſeis'd my heart: 
' This was a wonder ſure, but 1 
as great a one can tell, 
My Saviour onely did not dye, 
- batI my ſelfe as well. 


with himupon the tree 


| My body faſtned was, the paine 


did ſtretch each artery. 


| Then was Ltoſt by Unicornes, 


and torne with Lions clawes, 
The Buls of Baſan clos'd me in, 


and rent me in their jawes, 


| The Angels fixt on me their eyes, 


and the deſpiſcrs hurld 


| | Their mockes upon me, and me call'd 


the ſcunime and ſcoffe oth® world. 


L Whipped [| was,& crownd wih.thorns, 


"| As a third thiefe upon thecrofle 


of man a worme was made.; 


"They trod upon me,and with death 


to feare: me they aflay'd. 


with 


% 


| | His death was mine,his croſs my curſe | 


| 


Rd 


| 
| 
| Orlikethe ſoftly "Py 


|} Theroaring Lion vanquiſh'd was - 


| Then both the Son, and Sons of God, 


; 


| Meditations. 


= 
with Chriſt { hanged was, 

And when on his, then on my head, 
ſentence of death did paſle. 

Oh then was this worlds Judgement. 
at that ſame very houre, (day, 

The Prince of darkneſfſe was caſt out, 
and ſpoy['d of all his power. 

Then dead by the death ofthe O_ 
the Prince of death became ; - -- - 


by theundefiled Lambe. 


yea all the world,I ſay, 
According ta Gods righteous Lawes, 
beheld their judgement day. 
As ſtill as drops in fleece of wooll, 
or ſhadow did it paſle, 


or dew on imac. 
Twas nothing like that judgement FR 
that draweth on {o fait, (trump, 
Which ſhall be with: the voyce: of 


with ftorme and. tempeſts blaſt. | 
_With | 
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© 
E- in With flaming and devoaring ire 
| And at the preſence of the Lord, 
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M earitati ons. 


'when both the earth ſhall: ſhake, 


the melting heavens ſhall quake. 
Twill be a fearefull day indeed, 
and that was fearefull too, 
When Gods-own Sonne amazed ſtood 
-and quiteaſtonyed grew; 


to fake awayithecup, 
When darknefle was ore all the world 


. althonghthe Sunne was up. | 
When Chriſt was hangd oncurſed ee, 


© andin/hinvall we here; - 

Ar ſight &f which the earth amaz'd, 
tremble and fhookefor feare. 

The Sunne waxt pale and was abaſhe, 
the graves gave up 1 their dead, 

The Saints into Fermſalem, 

"from opened Coflins fled.” 


A very Judgement day was this, - 


was my -day indeed, 
Fw” ſuffer'd 1 extiad owne finne, 


oe «_ 


_ 


| When he fiyveaeblood Fe toGod cry'd, 
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; FEES Meditations. | 


then was I ſeene to bleed. 
Twas I was [tretchc upon ye Croſk, _ 
I hang'd;twas Ididdye, 
{[ | It was my blood that ce was lbed_- A 
my Saviour gave itme, * 
My ſelfedid ſuffer,for tro me 
d his very ſelte he gave; 
And when hedyed, then was my £ on 
[| buryed with himz in's grave... ':- - 
| { Three dayes under deaths hand I lay, 
11] | [hedomineer'd ore me, 
| | And as inſulting Conquerors, 


even ſo triumphed he. 3 
|} But Death was trodden downeat af o 
and life did vi&tor dwell:.. 4 
!| | My death is dead,my crofſe accurs'd, 
and hell is caſt ia hell. 2c 07 
Now all as watch ith night is paſt, 
Deathhisdeaths wound I gave, | 
{1 | Butall in Chrift,through whe belides I 
lf eternall life I have. .., - - . 
1.4 | My ſufferings now areat-anend, . . -- | 
| damnation is quite paſt,., -. .\-| 
| | T he 
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Meditations. | 


| The day of my curſe now is fled, 
Death can no longer laſt, 

Eternall dearh I nere ſhall ſee, 
what endleſſe was, has end. 

Oendlefſe mercy this! O power 
to which all things ſhall bend ! 

And now inlarge thy heart,O man , 

-- | allbleſſings, thankes,and praiſe 

* | Aſcribeto God, who Jeſus Chriſt 

-- | from deathto lifedid raile. 

- | His right hand pluckt him from the 
and quickned him againe, (grave | 

And now behold, above the heavens 

- hegloriouſly doth raigne. 

And as before with him I dyed, 
and ſuffered torments thrall, 

So,as a Conqueror with him, 

| I roſe and vanquiſh'd all ; 

-- | And now Ilive, bleſſed be God, 
to bleſſe my bleſſed King, 

And ſongs of my deliverance 

. for ever-moreto ling. 

But one was judg'd, yet in that one 


al] 


Tn hell I was,and yet on carth, 
| Pierced, but feltno paine, 
| And thus to what mans ſhallow 


| 
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CM cd:itations, 


a judgement paſt on all, 
And though death was particular, 
yet it was generall. 
I then was curſed, and yetbleſt, 
ſmitten,but heal'd againe, 


can never reach unto, (thoughts 
Or what words never can exprefſle, 
God with a word can doe. 
And thus doth Jeius Chriſt appeare 
to them which faithfull be, | 
The wiſdome, and omnipotent power 
of highelt Majeſty, ' | 
And thus I doe perſwade my ſelfe, 
that I with Jetusdyed, to 
And with SaintPaxl confeſle that I 
with Chriſt was crucityed, I 
And thus I ſee mercy and truth E 
doeboth together meet-z ' not 00 
Andrighteouſneſſe with quiet peace, | | 


% 


each other friendly greet, 


ee 


| | And | 
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And thus I ſee a dead man live, 
and who was once abhor'd, 
Accepted now by God himlelfe 

through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Pons, O my ſoule thou haſt 
beene taken for thy finnes, 
And brought before the Judgment ſeat 
of proud and cruell Kings, 
"They ſpar upon thee,and inſcorne 
the {coffers bent their knee, | | 
| | What malice could, or rage invent, 
| theydidinfliton thee. 
' | But Gon haſt broken up hell gates, 
| | and riſen from the grave, 
| | Yea thou from their inſulting Jeatids 
| | thy innocent ſelfe didit fave. 
No curſe or condenination - 
|. | ſhalleverthee moleſt: 
But thy ſafe ſoule hill now injoy 
|] aneverlaſtingreſt. 
; Thou dyedit with him, and thon ſhalt 
| thou ſufferedit; and ſhalt raigne: (live 
Z All thy + affliions now are fled, | 
1 and| 
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; | © Meditations. 


© and joy begins againe. | 
O what a comfort tis to know, 
that my damnation's palt, _.'_ . 
And that I now ſhall livewith God 
where pleafures alwayes laſt! 
Itis my joy that forrow's gone 
tis heavenito conquer hell. 
Whar greaterblefling than tolive 
where cufſes never dwell? 
What ifas yet Lwere notfreed, 
my ranſome not yer paid, - 


| to have the judgement ftay'd? 
; Say I ſhould Sheepe and Oxen bring, 
| thehriilings of my flocke,” 
Or offer up ſweet Frankincenſe, 
|| the fatofall my fiocke; 
Had I diſpers'd abroad as ſeed, 
_ andon the thirſty ground, - 
As long expeted water drops, 
or wiſtd for raine beene found; 
If Tas Fob for hungry ſoules - 
| "my choyleſtcates ſhould drefle, 
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What ſhould then I give for my life, 


| 
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Meditations. 
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And with my warmeſt garments cloath 
my Brothersnakedneſle; 
IfI the fatherlefſe had tooke 
and tolterd as iny owne, 
Or if a Temple I had built, 
as once did Solomon; 
Though tor the poore houſes I had 
| | Or Schooles for Prophets made, 
| Though for my ranſome treames of 
_ or Oyleſhould have bin paid,(blood 
This and ten thouſand times as much, 
had neere effeXuall beene 
For purging my polluted ſdule, 
or wiping off one {inne. 
Nothing,was pretious before God, 
| but Gods owne pretious blood, 
{ Had he not dyed, my ſentence yet 
in perfeCt force had ſtood. 
| Topurchaſe heaven, had I this earth, 
and whatſoever is ſcene 
| Tocarry any worthineſle, 
it would as nothing beene. 


Had I worne ſackecloatli, and in duſt | 


call 
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Theſe paines are finite, but in hell |} 
Theſe things are true, as trath it ſelfe, 


O happy is that man whoſe heart 


——_— | 


Meditations, 
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calt my ſelfe humbly downe, | 
Covering my deſpicable head | 

with Afhes for a Crowne, ; 

My daies and ſtrength hadI conſum'd | 


in never cealing teares, =: 


Had hunger eaten up my fleth, 
and beauty of my yeares, 
Had I been whipt with cords of braſle, * 
or did my fleth incile, - 
With hope to be like Bzals Prielts, 
my ſelte the Sacrifice ; | 


] 


{| Yet this could nere have equall beene ſ : 
_ with death and darkneſle chaines : | 
There's no compariſon twixt theſe | 

and helscternall paines. 5 
Onoalas! the ſting of death F :-j 


g OT NS 


18s worſer far then ſo, 
ts everlaſting woe. : 
and feal'd with Gods owne ſeale; 


the Spirit of God doth fil. | 
I _ Gods|, _ 


i. 


aac ——_—. 
_— ——_ 


* naw » 


AM, editations, 


—— 
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» | Gods name 1 alwayes will extoll, 
| becauſe helets me fee 

| Thoſe things belong unto my Peace, 
| andmy felicity. 


s 
 , 
by 

_ 


| Tcry ,yea cry aloud to heaven, 


Meditations, 


—_ 
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MEDITATION. IL | | - 


Of the Righteouſneſſe of Faith, 


Vileand inconfiderate man, 
what miſchiefes have I done ? 


Into what unfrequented paths | 
hath my afte&ions run? ' 

[t ſhameth,it repenteth me, 

my ſpirit waxeth faint, 

So that from Morne to Evening Sun, 

Tlifrup my complaint; 

I calt me downe before Gods throne, - 


my ſpirit within me failes, 


þ 


yet all this nought ayailes. 


|But oh unwiſe, why doe notT 


a. 


my fruitlefſe clamors ceaſe, 
| C2 | 


—_— 
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And| | 


» 


1 


Meditations, 


And flyeunto the Lord of life, 
and there lay hold on peace? 

Why let I not the ſpirit exalt 

| and faithrequicken me? 

Chriſt dyed for fin, and yet live 

|| inmy iniquity; | 
| As from a Fountaine, ſo diſtild 

the-water from his fide, . 

The blood guſh'd out as waters doe 
at an unufuall tyde. 

He girt himſelte and waſhed me, 
as milke he made mie white, 

And as the driven ſnow, fo pure 
appear'd I in his fight; 

With water he befprinkled me, 

| andclens'd me from dead workes, 

Withinme no corruption, 
No ſpot or wrinckle lurkes. 

In meas Facob,not theleaſt 

- tranſgreſſion therebin, 

And as in Jjrael, ſo the Lord 

| beholdsin meno fin. 

| Forgiveneſle and redemption, 
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Meditat: 09s. 


by his deare blood I have, | 
| And God in thee the very wiſh 
ot my deſires gave ; 
| That Lam waſh'd,is thatT wiſh'd, 
| and now what reſts belide, | 
| Bur that my ſoule enjoying peace |} * 
| contentedly abide? | ' 
But oh how troubled was I once ? 

what burdens did I beare ? 


| And notwithſtanding all ny filth, 
- | nakeddidI appeare. ; 
| My hidden fin lay ope, I ſaw | 
EE its foule deformity, A | 
But out alas, how foule it was, : 
how loathſome to the eye! 


Iſo abhor'd it, that I ſcorne 3 
to hide me from its view, | 
| And reaſon had I; for ſo vile 4 | 
E 2 a monſter Inere knew. - | | 
[ Oevill, nothing ill but this! | 
| - bat then I thought I would | 


_ | Avoid my finne, but it the more . 
my fiying ſteps-purſued, 
C 3 It}, 
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Tj} Tbeg'd, and ceas'dnor day or gn | 


2 | Twiſh'd the Lord would make me than | 
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[4 The garments he adorn'd me with, | 
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| 

Ie clave unto meas my skin, | | 

_ ormarrow to my bones, 

' Yeag(o it was, I did pofleſle | 
my moſt abhorred ones ; | 

| Then with deep ſighes, and caſt downe | 
unto the Lord I came, , (lookes, | 

\ And beg'd he would conceale my lin, 
and cloud my open ſhame. 


my {in provok'd me to't, 


and thinke you he would do't? | 

Yea,I perceiv'd that he had cleans'd 

ſpotlefle leprofie, | 
with his richeſt mantle cloath'd 


& 
| 
7 
| 
» 
« 
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. 7 
2 


my late deformity. 


(what could he more have done? ) 
Were even the goodlyeſt and the beit 
' Of his beloved Sonne ; 6: 
The riches of his Treaſtzry, 8 
. to mechedid diſcover, | 
And with. perfuny'd,and fineſt cloath, 


— 4 


_ 


he 
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{ . Meauat ons. 


| wn hecloathed meall over. 
| {My garlands ſmelt of Caſha, 
and other pretious ſtemmes, 

The ground-worke was refined gold, 
beſet with ſhining gemmes. 

; The King himlſelfe to ſhew his love, 

| his endlefle love to me, 

From his own ſhoulders took the robe || 
of ſpotleſle purity. 

| So that my ſhametull nakedneſle 

was now no longer ſeene; 

| My {infull fin became to me, 

| as it had never beene. 

I once was poore,but now am rich, 
my nakednefle is gone, 

My darkeneſle fled, ſo that I ſhine 
as the Meridian Sunne. | 

W hat greater glory could there be, 

| than to becloath'd with God? 

: Hedrew his skin upon my fin, 

) his blood upon my blood. 

la Thus was I made the bleſſed man, 
whoſe wickedneſſe was hid, 
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Meditations. 


| 
[To whom the Lord imputes no iinne;' | 
| of all thatere Idid, | 
 ObleltbeGod,T put on Chritt, | 
| ſ his righteouſneſſe, his ſpirit, | 
+ His body,ſoule,his skin,his fleth, 

his forme I did inherit. 

| How chang'd I was, how altered ! 
1 I was not now the ſame, | 


Tm oo 


—_— 


HIF For I of mortal! man, the Sonne 
#1174 of God himſelfe became. 

1{ To worke my endlefſe miſery, | 
Satan was ſtrongly bent, +. 
To rob and captivate my ſouule, 
: | 1t was his ſole intent, | 


4+ 


PN 


4 

* 
; 
| 
| 


{ But God the Lord with mighty hand 
| my deſtin'd paines did beare, | 


FF} So that my latter bleſſings, farre 

= morethan my former were. 

i; My poverty became my wealth, | 
4 1gort by that lot, | 
f For old and uncouth rags my minde 
was cloath'd with? holy Gholt, | 

| That righteouſnes which was my jo | 

:1 like 
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Meditations; 


like vapors vanquiſht quite, 
And as a miſt before the Sunne, 
{o fled it from my ſight, 
And in its roome the ſpotleſſe robe 
of pure{t ſanity, 
| The righteouſnefſe of Gods owne Son | 
| did overſhadow me. G | 
\ O bleſſed God, and loving Chriſt, 
| bow amply tis made good, 
| That as {inne did abound,ſo grace | 
| fuperabounding ftood? (paore | 
!.. | And thus the Lord would have me 4 
| thatTIthereby might know 
| Thoſe pretious riches that in him - 
doe neverebbing flow. - 
And now O Satan, what haſt thou. 
againit Gods Sonne to ſlay ? 
Thouart to accuſe the guilty mans. 
| alas,hee's {lipt away. | 
I am the man thatnere knew lin, 
; | tou would the old ian have, 
# | Buthe with Chriſt was crucifide, 
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Meaitations. 


And being dead heliveth nor, 
but I the new man am. 
Thou-me a finner would accuſe, 
but Tam not the ſame. 


uh. 


{ Thou for the child of Belial,, 


- eternal! paines doſt breed, 


| + But T am Son and heire of God, 


begotten-of his ſeed. 
And what haſt thou wherof thou cant 
; the Sonne of God reprove ? 


| | When Chriſt himſeſfeacquirteth me, 


dar*it thou a {lander move ? 


© 1 Who ig'tcan fay Tama Thiefe, 


though I have often ſtole ? 


F | Or who-blaſphemer, thogh my niouth 


. 'with bitter oathes hath ſwolne?-. 


Tamnolyer though Ily'd, 


- I finn'd,yet have no finne; 


[Who dares againſt the cle& of God 


an accuſation bring? 


IIf God the Lord but juſtifie, 


if he but: ſet me free, 


Dares any be ſo raſhly bold, 
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| And tis not I, that ſayes theſe things, 
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Tis Chriſt that dy*d,nay more,tis he 


Gods wildome how profound it. is, 
| . howdeepehis counſells are ! 
' His jadgments are unſearchable, 
\ above our wiſedomes farre. 
\ Why was thereever worke like this, | 
Should be accepted for hisSonne, 
That he who with malicious words 
Within his mouth ſhold have no guile 


Thathe who hath tranſgreſt the Law, 


as to diſquiet me? 
the barres of death that breakes, 


but Chriſt within me ſpeakes. 


that who did God diſgrace, 
and have the highelt place; 
his brothers famie did wound, 
or ranckorous ſlander found ; 


ſhould nere tranſgreſfe the ſame, 


But tree from all corruption, live 


without deſerved blame? 


No Metamorpholis like this, 


one's age for to renue, 
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i | Andofan old and withered man, 
lf become indeed a new ; | 
If {For man tobethe Sonne of God, 


It] To be the man,the Lord of heaven, 
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Me1tations, 
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and he that's borne of. carth, 


CD I IS 


by a miraculons birth; 


| : For him that erſt was nought but lin, f 


+ finto have never knowne, | 
' The Poets never ſpake or dreampt. 
ſuch wonders as this one, 
Tojuſtifie the unjuſt man, | 
| 
| 
| 


 th\unrighteous to make pure, 


To undoe what was done,and looſe: 
what Satan bound ſo ſure, 


but he who all things can, 


{Beyond whatever ſinkesinto 


_ the breſt of any man. | 
The eare ſuch miracles as theſe 
had nerethe power to heare; 


{No power conldever doe likethis, 
| 
| 


-{Nor yet our eyes could never lee, 
| though.nere ſo quicke and cleare. 


When men had thought there was no 
hope 
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it ever could be done, 
Then God did doe it,and the finne 
which was done is undone. *_ : 
Thoſe faults which Idid oncecomnnt 
are not committed now, 
And heis guiltlefſe that did once 
for lucre breake his vow. 
Oh what a price would I have given: 
_. to havemy conſcience purg'd! 
| How did I with to have my finnes: 
remov*d,that ſo-me urg'd ! 
And ſee my Godthe very wiſh 
of my-delires gave, | | 
Hedid diſcover that thoſe things- | - 
| did requelt I have. A 
And thus with confidence fay, 
the Lord can witneſle it, 5 
That though I have committed ſin,. 
| T nere committed it. | | 
Thy righteouſneſle { havenot hid 
O Lord within my brelt, 
Nor yet the knowledge of thy grace 
have Idenyed thereſt; - 
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| And thus to every ſtedfaſt heart, 
| - whoſe ſpiric theſe truthes doth ſee, 
j The wiſdome and the power of God 
| doth Chriſt appeareto be. 


| And thus is Chritt the end, and the 
fulfilling of the Law ; 

And thus is Faith the evidence 
of things we never ſaw. 

And thus, unrighteons as Tam, 
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' 


; 
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' 
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full righteous I remaine, | 
I | And thoughT daily do tranſgreſle, 
without a ſpot or ſtaine. 
| Thus being unjatt;there is a way 
from milchiete to be free. 
i In death there's life, in {in no blame 
| nor in iniquity, | 
This mult be meant when we doe ſay 
there's righteouſnefſe by faith, 
 And*tis a better far than that 
the painetal] worker hath - 
To wit, that faith affureth us 
our finnes are all forgiven ( meanes 
By Chriſts ownedeath wirhour all 


our 
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| Chriſt his from heaven, Adam from 


Er nn 


our ſcores areall madeeven. 

| Better to ns by farre is Chriſt 

than were thelaw obey'd, 

And then a thouſand Adams what 
our Saviour for us paid. - | 

The firſt man brought his righteonſnes 
and cke thefecond too. | 


alas,it would notdoe. (earth, 
The firſt was mans,and was of man, 
how poorelI wis and vainez 


The ſecond was of God himſelfe, 


of a diviner ſtraine. 


as durt and dung to this, 
Twas freely given, and yet than it 
 thereisno greater blifſe. 
His by Creation Adamhad, 
I this by Gods free love, 
It is ajewell that I prize, 
all earthly wealth above : 
All thatI have, I would have gave: 
to purchaſe this ſame gemme ; 


Our's is but as a filthy clout, 2 


| 
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| [But all was not enough, this one 


by farre out>valued them. 
Now farewell all, and welcome this, 
and happy be the day, 
Thar firſt inveſted me with lt, 
Oletit ſhine alway, 


| | | Olet it moneglt the dayes of heaven 


in golden lines be writ, 
May no.unlucky thing befall, 
for to diſcreditit. 


{| | This is thatrighteouſheſſe wherein 


for ever I nuiſt boaſt, 
Twas freely given as aire or breath, 
itnothing did me coſt.. 
In this I trut,on this alone,. 
| as ona Tocke 1 tay, 
And ſurely it will currant paſſe 
ac the great Judgement day. . 
At fight ofthis,all that was minz, 
I utterly denyed. 
Alafle! it was but drofle and dung, 
as al] the world belide. 
| All things behind me have I cat 
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Meditations. 


as doth the Snake her Skin, 
Or he who having colily cloathes, 


I havedeſpis'd them as the clay, 
or dunghill in the |treete, 
Yea all the glory of this world 
I trample under feete, 
All thoſe well-ſeeming ſpecious works 
I valued fo before; 
As dang,as filthy lJoathſome dung 
[ utterly abhorre. 


[ 


[| But asa flower that faire appeares 


'| O now,ſaid I, ſoule take thy caſe, 


That rich and glorious attire, 

in which I vanted fo, - + 

Which having on, my neareſt friend, 
it poore,I ſcarce would know, 

What was my gay and filken coates, 
my cloath of finelt thred, 


and ftraightwayes withered? 
for thou ſbalt never want, 


When as indeed, I was as poore 
and naked as the Ant. 


Sa , 
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Meditations, © 


In mireI wallowed as a hog, 
yet thought I was well cloath'd, 
But out alas,to God himſelfe, 
howfoule I was and loath*d! | 
O vaine, and too too credulous men, 
how we doe ſet eteeme | 
On that which is in deed nought lefle, || 
than what we vainely decme! 
O ever bleit and happy men, 
whom Chriſt had mercy on, 
Whole blood hath clens'd and purifi'd 
from your corruption,(hath changd 
Whom God hath waſh'd, whom God 
and with the light array'd, 
So that henceforward,no report 
_ can make your ſoulecafraid! 
And thus by fin I was caſt downe 
thatT by that might know ; 
The valueand eſteemed worth [ 
that in his grace doth flow. | 
| I was caſt downeto be lift up, 
and that I might well know 
The riches of his righteouſneſk, 
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Meditations. 


my weakeneſle he did ſhow. 
Oh who is ſo foole-raliant, 
as to approach his ire?- _ 
Or who ſo bold as to draw nere 
the all-conſuming fire ? (Judge 
W ho then ſhall live, when the great 
of heaven and earth ſhall riſe, 
And in a robe of ſparkling light 
approach our dazled eyes? 


| Even the man that lives in Chriſt, 


ſhall feele no.wounding hand, 
And though both heaven and earth do 
yet he ſhall firmely ſtand. (tal, 


ButChriit ſarewil 1 Ain Chriſt condemn 
but as his choſen ſheepe 

From the prepared vengeance ſafe 
as his owne lelfe will kee 

For why ? I righteous ſhall a | appeare 
being with Chriitapray'd, 

And into Gods owne Image chang'd, 
by whom I firſt was made : 

Then Chritit himſelfe in man ſhall ſee 


' the glory of his face, 


As 
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As in a glaſſe he ſhall behold 
| | his ownerTedtetted grace, - * 
| | And as the Jndge himſelfe,fo ſhall 
[ he that is Judged be ; 
Inwhom being chang'd, Chriſt, onely 
ſhall Chriſt himſelte then ſee. (Chrilt 
He ſhall be full of innocence, 
if | theman that nere knew fin, 
I- | | Chriſt ſhall his Image ſee in him, 
F | hisfleſh, his bone,hisskin. 
What ere:is old ſhall paſſe away, 
and all ſhall become new, 
The heavens, the earth,8& man belides, | 
ſhall God himſelfe renew. 
As Adam was; ſo ſhall he be, 
.\ as Adamdid Iſlay? 
| Yeaas theman and Lord from heaven, 
that did his ranſome pay, 
And he who firſt was borne below, 
and was a man of earth, 
As God himſzlte ſo ſhall he be, 
by a more noble birth: 
He ſhall be calld(O blefled name!) 
Gods | 
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| Yea,as his firlt begotten is, 
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. CMednations. 
Gods owne begotten Son ; 


he (hall be ſuch a one. 
For outward ſhape.,and inward forme; 
ſo glorious without, 
So rich and glorious within, 
ſo innocentthroughout: | 
Cleane ſhall his Saviour him preſent, 
before the Judgement T hrone, 
When men nor Angels nought ſhall 
gain{tſuch a righteous one. (bring 
Him Godand's conſcience ſhall acquit, 
by both he ſhall be prais'd, - 
And as the Angels, his free ſoule 
*bove terror {hall be rais'd. 
The Lord ſhall fave him, happy man! 
and then the proud {hall ſee, 
How vaine and idle their threats were, 


and after {ilent be, «| 4 
But man how greatly art thou bound, | | 
to him whodid all this, ['J 


Whopurg'd thy guilt, and ſav'd thy | 
fromdeath and hels abyſſe; ' (ſoule | : 
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And unto God the Lord (ball fay, 


| 


|Extoll the glory of thy God, 


+ [Oh'*tisa worthy worke indeed 


Meditations. 


That tooke away thy foule rebuke 
and accuſation, 
And made the righteous before God 
an undefiled one. 
The day wil come when thouſhalt feel 
the warmth of this within, : 


_ howgreat thy mercies beene! 
When gladneſle ſhallenlarge thy heart, 
and thou amazd ſhalt ſtand, 
'Beholding what the Lord hath done, 
the worke of his owne hand : 
Then ſhal thy tongue with many more 
all fild with the ſame ſpirit, 
Whoſe hearts are full as free as thine, 
. and the ſame love inherit, 


and praiſe his bleſſed Sonne, 
In the ſame ſong agreeing all, 
as if you were bur one. 


the beſt that man can doe, 


Andas itis theworthycſt, 
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Meditations, - 
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ſo'r ſhall be endlefle too. 
Had death but got the ma 
how thou hadſt beene diſgrac'd? 


| Had thine acculers but prevail'd, 


thou hadit beene quite defac'd; 
But now the danger's paitand gone, 


thy doubts and feares are ore, 
And all the lowring clouds of death 
ſhall fright thy ſonle no more. 
Thus whomſoever God {hall pleaſe 
to honour with his love, - 
From out the groveling preſſe of cares 
his ſoule he will remove. 
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| his mercydoth extend, 
1 Tis true indeed that for a while 
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MEDITAT TON. IV. 


Concerning our reconciliation by Chri ſt 
our Lord. 


He Lord,our good and gracious 
that is to anger (low, (Lord 
But in all truth and righteouſneſſe 
abundantly doth flow.. 
Forgiving thoſe whoſe crooked wills 
his goodnefle did offend, 
Andas the aire,to all theworld, 


 heſeem'd me to forlake, 
But now into his armes of love 

for aye hedoth me take. 

In his due time my Father tooke 
me his forſaken Sonne: 
Oh love, ſo friendly to receive 


Wy 


Is] : 
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. 


| F didſ{orgoycehis heart, 
That heaven,and all the Angels there, | 


+ | of Lovehedid me meete, _ 4 
And oh how oftendid his lips | 

; | with mine together meet! = 

; | His bowels yearn'd at fight of me, | 

; Z 

]: | Yea quite as welcomeas if thou _ | 


M editations, 


a poore deſpiſed one! 

! He doth imbrace mie in his armes, 

| and gives me many a kifſe, _ 

| His ring upon my hand was put, ' 
and all things worke my bliſle; 

The fatted calte,and ſpotleſſe Lambe, 
to ſlaughter went for me. 

The ſeales of love did cover all 
my foule iniquity, 

The finding of his once lot Sonne, 


in joy doe bearea part. 
As I was comming hare, with armes 


and welcome did heſay; - {f 


had(t never fray away. 
And thus unkind although I was, 
my Father yet was kind, 


And, 


—— 
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E- And gladly tooke whom all the world 
we 


. 
a” 235 es 


| Thus he the darling is of God, 
{ whom fooliſhworld!lmgs hates. 


—_ 


{ The world forſooke me; but the hea- 
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cart out of their mind. 


wide openſpread their gates! (vens | 


E | Why art. thou troubled Omy heart? - | 
| What peniive ſadnefſe doth difturbe 


# | 
# {Thou artnot loaden fo with fin, 

- 1 thy feates doedimme thy ſight, 
F {ForChrilthath tooke the burden off, |! 


| Weep not poore ſoule,for ſte the Lurd 


| Oh ſce,though ſorrows caſt theedown 


' what anevut{h doth thee move ? 
thee and thy former love? 

© pives thee chy hearcs defire ; - 

| *thy God doth lift thee higher ! 


thacdid thy ſole afright. 
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{Oman that feareſt, ſee thy feare, 
_ the utmoſt of thy ſmart, : 


I will diſcover to thy fore 
the angniſh of thy heare. 
Indeed I will declare the truth, + 


| EOS thou 
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thou art but a dead man, 
Bar *cis to fin, fin in thy ſoule 
| hathdonethewortkt it can. .. | 
That which did ſlay thee, now is faio, 

fn hath his deadly wound, 
And now O man thou ſeeſt che work, 


Thy ſickneſle is become thy health, 
what eaſe like thy diſeaſe? 

To periſh thus was to revive, 
how can this chuſe but pleaſe ? 


and bluſhing hid*ſt thy face? 


| andall fad thoughts abate, 
| Alas,alas ! why doſtthou droope, 


| Why faintſt thou, wien be!:0'd within 


O that:thon were how faire thou art 
thy.glories come! 


7 | Snob Is 
| Oh that thine eye-lids open were, _ 


_ to ſeethy bi:41-1 itare! 


Twould make thy heart within thee. ; 


when al! is fate and found? 


that in thee can be found. | 


And now O man,why artthou fad? 
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no {rae or Wiiynd! is found?. 
| NILES n WE.) 


BS. o . ; 
| { How vaine is feare, when God & thee, 


1 be 
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F Thou liv'Rt,and yet thou fay*it I'dye, 
#1] Theſacrifice for fin is paſt, 


 Theprice for.{in is amply paid, 


i -no other Do&rine teach. 
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thou'rt bleſt, what need(t thou feare? 


its weight why ſhouldit thou beare? 
Let joy and gladnefle cheare thy heart 
let griefe and ſorrow ceaſe ; 


art at crernall peace? 

O penſive man ! behold T come 
from God to cormtort thee: 

Goe comfort thediltruſttull man, 
revive his ſpirits,fayes he, 

Goe tell Feruſalem thatall 
her.ſtormes are paſt and gone, 

Her paines are ceaſd, her {ins are quite 
forgotten every one. 


_ tis this weare to Preach, 
Goetell all Nations this,ſaith he, 


And think'f thou then,O man, that I 
will dumbe or ſfilentbe? , 
Yea I will tell thee what my Chriſt || 
OE LAT Ba. trarh|# 
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$1 } Hoak treely done for thee. 
| Therecamea man trom heaven toearthy. 
| | thegreat Kings only Son, | on 
t| | | Hiserrand was to treat of peace, 
Oh twas a heavenly one! _ ] 
| * ! Both Godand Man he waz,that bal lf 
might reconciled be, | 
| Twixt whom a covenant was made }} 
forall eternity. | ”  - 
He coupled both in his owne ſelfe, 
.. oftwo hemade us one; 
| No dilagreement ere ſhall breake 
| | fofirme an Union. 
| The angry heavens and f1 afull earth, 4 I 
wereeach gainſt other bent, oþ 
But Chritt by offering up himſelfe, + | 
did make them both relent. | 
So that in one they now are met, - ' ! 
| and joyntly doe agree, - \ / 
| To publiſh which,Gods royall hoſts f 
| and Miniſters are we. f 
O welcome newes! me thinks my lewig i 
doth leape within my brelt, » "of 
| D3_. Whileſ 
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4 Meditations. 


[While glory unto God 

£0 men eternal reſt, 

'Tis noneof oup inventions this,! 

; totell it God was pleas'd, 

j {iThis is my Son,ſayes he, in whom 

FH : my {pirit is appeas'd. | 
| 


I fing, 


KH: To witnefſe which that royall gueſt, - 

1 thegood mans joy and cheare, 

IH The Spirtt of God into our breaſt, 

IH: likeSanſhine did appearc: 

#1 Fearcdid beſer us,but this Spirit 

FH ſpoke peace unto our heart, 

i Tis Gods owne ſpirit;and Gods owne | | 
2 __ itdoth impart. - (Peacey | | 
Which whoſoever doth-poſſelle P 

to all men will declare, | T 

{{ In open(ireets, or wherefoere [od 

*jf the great Aſſenblies are , | 

'F; And letnet him whole weaker ninde 

|| thele'truches cannot attaine, | 

{4 Cry out with proud and ſ{cornfall lips 

I hegut,*tisaltbugvaine, 

ft For as oureye affureth. ns 
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. of what we plainely ſee, 
So doth Gods Spirit manifelt | 
this heavenly myltery. Þ 
O harken,an 11 will you tell « 
{uch newes as nere was told, | 


| 


My brelt is {\wolne with quicke 4 ; 
till I this truth unfold, 

A peace*cwixt God and man is made, ! 
an everlaſting Peace, 

Though time and world may, have av 

Wl this ſhall never ceaſe. cf 
pon our hearts þy Gods owne-ban 


| the Covenant is Writ, | 
The blood, the pretiousblood ofChrit 
for aye hath ſealedit. Ts : 


And now away from me all ye, 
_ -that worke my foules dilmay, 
Unwelcome griete and Gd diet, 


— herpes = 


beigone from me;[] lay.! 7 

| And bethon' cheery O my oulaia,. | 
and to thy Father King, fs 
With voyces ſweeteſt melody, | 
a Jon. Anthem [ings | Wy 
Thy! 
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Thy weakned hands and feeble Gee, 
1! ſhall vigor now receive, 
Wis with redoubled ſtrength thy weake | 
and drooping ſpirits ſhall live. |: 
} Me thinkes Tamnot what I was, {| 
if thisnewes has made me new: 
{Tis ſucha meſſage as the heart | 
l of mortal] man nere knew, , 
HI8 The very, feete of thoſe bleſt men, 3 
| [! þ thatcan ſuch tidings tell, | 
Are farre more beautifull than thoſe | | 
mongſt worldlings moſt excell. | 
J All other thoughrs but onely this 
Tbaniſhquite away, 
E This i is the ſhield, the rocke;the tower, 
If - on which my ſoule ſhall ffay. 
Co) __ man!niy peace is made, 
_. my God and tare one, . 
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{ thisHha py union. 
it For ant 1 T multiply my fins, 
if in number *bove the ſand, | 
: 3: God howere is {till the ſame, | 
"- | his | | 
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{For ever be thou bleſt, O Chriſt, 


his Soule was paid 


| Yea blelt for ever be his name, 


Meadu tions, 


| hiseruth mult firmely ſtand ; 
O bleſſed peace, and blefled day, 22 
' on Which this peace was ak 1 


' whoſe blood this peace hath bought 
Hadit thon not liv'd, O holy one, { 
I ſurely ſhould haved ed, ; 
Each (in had beene my Tok ath, & would 1: 
me and my God divide, 
His peace and friendſhip had bin loft, 
nere to be found againe, 
In fead whereof an endleſſe warre 
_ and diſcord would remaine: 
But now this feareis mar and gone, 
or mine, 
The ranſome and redemption, - 
O holy one,was thine. | 4 
Be thou exalted O my Soule, I 
' and leape within-my brelt, 
For now thy God and thee ace friends | 
his holy name'be ble&, SR 
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whoſe might hath turn'd away 
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IF9 That vengeanceand conſuming fire, | 
WH which never woulddecay, | 

[f{ Who valiantly ſtood in the breach 
Hg when death and helfcame on, © |} 
we And brought with the an endles curſe, | 
Tr he vanquiſh'devery one, 
MF 'Apd Champior-like maintain'd the | 
Heh: till victory was obtain'd, (teld | 
1 Which notwithſtanding, for we men, 


hs of 


HILL: nor for himſelfe he gain'd : 
+ 


IH He borethe brunt, and we'the fruite | | 
[  ofall his paines doe reape, - | 
1h 1 


Then let our love andthankfulnefſe, | | 
4. nobounds or limits keepe. 63 
{Wouldſt thoirthetrue and perfet uſe | | 
Ei ofthy Redeemer know ? | 
i {Oliſten,and I will ieteach, - 

and faithfully will ſhow. 

"i }If chou throughr{1m-doſt hang thy head” | 
$4 and ſhaming hid/ſt thy face, 

WF Becauſe thou think Ged hath with- 
if | the luſtre of his face; . (drawn 
t TY ca thongh its malice doth ſuggeſt -* || 


.thon{ | 
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thou cank not pardoned de, 
Since wittingly thoudid& offend. 
ſo good a God as het” 
| Yet notwithſtanding O my Chriſt, 
thou wilt my pardon ar” 9079 
| And thus betweene my hd me; 
thy love will intercedes/; -/ T: 
| Whar though his fans are numberleſſe, 
| torſuchas theſeI dyed, 
| Yea, {11 jt ſelfeupon the Croſk, 
with'me was crucityed, 
{ Andit'tiscrucitfyed,”tis dead, 
and nere ſhall riſe agaitig; 
Burt falling once;it quite conſumes, ; 
as doth the miſling raine. 
Thou knowft my Father chat Lam. 
the Mercy feate alone, . 
Thou knowſt that I am Lord and Kog 
what I will ſhall be done.. 1; :,., / 
Lfthen my mercy ſhall extend! | | 
to every {infull ſoule, | 
What man is he can queſtion it. > ... 
or dares:my will controule? "4:4 
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Meditations. 


I 
I ſpare and ſave whomere 1 pleaſe, 
8 OLordicisconfeſt, 
WH-Cive ore to doubt then Oey Soule, 
Wy and ſafely beat reſt, - 
Hh And thou O man of fin that think(t 
HI with threats my ſoule to (pill, 
Hl Perſwading me that all ſhall goe 
BN - accordingto thy will. 
filth Alas!the Kingdome is not thine, 
W for ſhame then leave to boaſt, 


{ thy claime was Icſt thou knowſt. 
BAnd yet behold thou Jabourſt ill 

b to'makea ſecond warre, 

| And ſubtly aymelt to provoke 

i} meand my God to jarre. 

jo tis thy prattiſe,thy delight | 
$* to draw my fouletoſin, (wrath | 
| R nd then thou think'ſt God will be | 
* and thou the day ſhalt win : 

Puc all is mg or Jeſus Chrilt | 

F at Gods right hand I ſee, 

| Þ pnd hong _ up {in on ſin, 
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he, 
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| [When Chriſt ſnbdu*d vanquiſht thee | 
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| heintercedes forme. i vo | 
| 


[ ſpeake but what I feele and know, ' 
God my redeemer ſent, 

' His wings did overſhadow me, '. 

and touched as he went ; 


Hebore the blows that: aſtly were >» | 
direRted firitat nie, * J 


i] Helife for life, and ſhame for ſhame, 


I That to his Father on this wiſe 
| O righteous Father;,jt it be 
| Let man ariſe from death'to life; 


| Ifany other way be left 


His Soule fot mine he did oppole, 
and all to ſet nie free. 


he death for death did pay, K 

Linder that yokeT ſhould have groand 
hedid his owne neckelay. 

How vainea thing it were to thinke | 
we could that love expreſſe, 
onr Saviourdid addrefle. 

a thing that may be done, 
and ſpare thineonely Son: 


_ tolift him from the grave, 


Then | 


ets 


bo «a 
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| Mediations.' 
| Then by thy deareſt darlings death, 
| | thychildfſivcer Fatherſave: | 


1 Butif ic maſt be ſo,thatman 
| except I dye multdye, 


| Igive moſtwillingly. . 
'On my head let thecurſes fall, 
' thatmankimd may be beſt, 
'Thine anger bend at me,that peace 
| on his head (till may rei, 
 \Tam content to nndergoe 
- | - theburden of thy hate,-- 
That ſo thy love to him may flow, 
- |, andcomfort onhim waite. 
Q The Son of love a'though I am,.. 
- -/ thy wrath on melet fly ; 
| | O fpare me not, but let the-fall, 
as ſin it ſelfe ſhould dye. - 
Put I/raels head;with peace O Lord, 
|  andbleflingscompaſſe round; 
{ With garlands ofdetightand joy, 
. my brethrens headsbe crownd,; 
Let no diſpleaſure them moleſt, 
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| Spare not Orighteous Judge, my {cle 


they |; | 
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| they are my Joy ,my deare; 
[| With armies of love encompaſle them, 


. and bid theninothing feare, 
Thus for a time though in the grave 


Jr ſhades of death helay, 


Yet ſtraitwayes'darkenefſe was expeld, 


| | and thenbrakeoitt the day ; ; 


Freſh as a Bridegroome heappear'd, 
his Father did him-meet, 

And with wide open armes his Son, 
his onely Son did greet. 

And now the peace of heaven 8& earthy, 

. inglory he dothrrajgne, 

The blefling of the Chu:ch of Cod, 
the good mans joy and paine- 

Andunto loveand life himſelfe” 

hedid not raiſe alone, 

Put likewiſe ns hedid advance 

_ and glorityed'each one; 


| With him wellive,withhimwe raigne,. 


and what doth make ns glad, 
Of ns than of the Son of God. 
no lefſe em is had: | 


be ef - 4 — ” . < 5A 
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Meditations. 


.O then for ever happy man _ 
|, whofepeaceis made ſo ſure, 
That le ogy the worſ it can, 
it muſt for aye indure. 
Forth through a cloud the glorious 
and countenance divine, (beames |. 
The luſtre of his heavenly face, [ 
' upon our hearts doth ſhine, 
So that in triumph now we ride, 
. thegarlandis our owne, 
And ſec our hearts doe.leape for joy, 
is our ſpirits are Aghter growne. | 
Come then ye knowing ſoules, whoſe 
no earthly thing can ſhake,, (faith 
| | With ſweet and hearty melody 
'f. | this proteltation make. _ | 
 f | Than gold refin'd,or the fivect fruite 
-| ofthelaborious Bees, Ie 
' | Than all that's pretious,O my God, 
thy love doth better pleaſe. 
| By ſome to ſhine in Princes Courts, | | 
| aglorious thing is thought, . all 
Whenas my ſoule ful well doth know 
1 : | - it | 
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{| Bout toyes and crifles, fooliſh man, 


Hed tations. 


> 


itis a thing of nought. 


thy love O Locd,is ſweeter; 


1 | Than to enjoy the world at will, 


to live with thee is meeter. -— \ 


thou ſpend it.thy time in vaine, 


| Thouplow'ſt thy ground,& ſowlt thy 


and reapeſt it againe. (wheat, 


I On ge and the laſcivious lookes 


of an enticing face; | 
{ In looſe and lawleſſe love thou doſt 
thy chiefe contentment place ; 


and to the Harpdoſtdance, 


| Thou paintſt thy face with Cynoper, 


thy head thou doſt advance; 


| Thy necke with gold & pretious gems 


thou dolt encircle round, 


| And in the houſe thou lately read'ſ 


thy chiefe delight is found ; 


when I enjoying thee, 
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{ Than life ic ſelfe, though life be ſweete, | | 


| 
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| Thou drinkeſt Wine in golden bowles 


| Thouthinkſtchy ſelf the happieſt man | 


Thou [. 
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| ThonGod ofpeace,without theſe toies 
| haveall felicity. | 
Thy love before the love of Kings - 
I highly doepreferre, 
W hiltt they that ſecke their peace on 
_ doeinfinitely erre. (earth 
With durt and traſh a covenant 
ſuch idle men doe make : 


ButI from God a laſting league 

| ofendleſle peace doe take; * 

| Thereon my lifeand all my hopes 

_ | withconfidencellay ; 

' And being fafe, all caretul[ thoughts: 

: *-Tbaniſh quice away. OR 1 


| Take then thy reſtmy cheerfull ſoule, 
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| | forevertakethy relt, 
113 | For why?noearthly thing canell, 
I | howhighly thouartblelt, 
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MEDITATION. V. 


Of F Ap "_— in theViftory 4 | 


briſt. 


Do Earth lifrup thy drooping head, | 


come and rejoy ce with me, 
For Chrit our valiant Champion 
has £9 ot the viory :; 
I ſaw 
where death and hell cameon,, 


And Chriftalone oppos'd them both, 


and vanquiſhedeach one. 
Iſaw him lifted up above 
his proud inſulting foes, 
The Kings and Privtes of the carth, 
like Captiyes downe he throws; 
Both death and hefl-with wondrous 


below his feet he flung,, (ſtren 1 | 
eh | And! 
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#t.., | And who had often torne our hearts, 


| to death himſe!lfe was br ongnt, 
l 
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| | And having throwne them,up he gets 


and trampled them as dung. 
Ey death he was the death of death, 


| 
he overcame him quite, 


| Thatgyant and that mighty one, 


his valour pur to flight, 


| He laid his life downe in 'thedurt, S 


' and hell was then quite foiled, 


| His honour he depos'dith duſt, _ 


» | Sin that had trodden _ the world 


and then was ſin diſpoyled: 
was now himſelfe trod under, m 


; wasrent himſelfe aſunder. | 
'The tempter came and tempted him, 
bat bake return'd with ſhame. 

As pureſt wheat or gold retind, 


| ſo ſpotleſſe was hisname, | 
-HelL.fell,death died,the Prince of death 


_ The grave inclos'd,that ſubtill one, 
_ .thar oft our deaths had ſought. 
| Where was ay power,O coward death 


Bs that 


ath | 


ath 


Thou couldlt not keep him in the grave 

| | but yeilding, backward fled. 

|So that from death he roſe againe, 
and looſed all hels chaines, 

| } The iron gates were opened, 

| and ouit flewall hels paines. 


| my fins ſo dim'd my fight 
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that when our Lord was dead, | 


Come then both men and Angels, (ing 
this joytull ſong with me, 
O death,whereis thy iting? O grave, 


where is thy Vidtory? 
| Deaths ſting is ſin, and ſtrength to ſin 
the binding Lawes afford, & 


But prais'd be God, we have orecome, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

How dreadtull Satan did appeare ? 
his eyes did burne with rage, 

And nought his malice, butmy death 
and ruine would affuage.* . 


My ſtrength and courage quickely fell, { 
{I 


I was unable quite | 
His ſubtill malice to withſtand, | 


Meditations, IM | 
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4; Then | 
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{ Thenup gets Satan and triumphed, 

on tiptoes did he ftand, "Y 
And me dcj:&ed {fave he held 

inſulting in his hand. 
| Then did I crouch ,and at hisfeet, 
W | meand-my lifel laid, 
+ | Beſides I thought forevernore 

my foujc would there have itaid. 
When ſtraight the God of lite appeard 

and to my ſpirit reveaÞd, + 
How long ere this he was appeas'd, 
| "the bonds of love wereſeal'd; 
WW | Thartall my fins,how great ſo ere, 
8 | with Chriſt were crucited, 
it} {| So that within me not a ſpot 
Wi | or blemifhdidabide. 
Thou canfſt not poſhbly conceive, 
_|"'O man whoere thou art, 

| How ſirangean alteration, 

this nevwes wrought in my heart. 
T found that I the Vitor was, 
and Satan was the ſlave, 

ThatT am ftrongand he moſt weake, 
& ' for 
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| Thar garment on my backe he put, 


| 


| And now Salvationthrongh the world | 


| Where then are all thy brags become, ! 
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wk all be didſo brave. © - | 
Thoſe gins and ſnares that he hadlaid 
in which-my ſoule did fall, 
Like ſpiders webs my Saviour broke, 
and quite difſeverd all, | 
This newes did breath intro my ſoule 
the breath of life anew, 
For though the thing was done long 
till now I nete it knew: (lincs, 


which was my elder Brothers, 
'Fr60ne Sons head he took the crown, 
and put it on anothers : 
I that was captive led by ſin, 
now {in doe captive lead; 
And death it (elfe that once me ſlew, 
by my right hand doth bleed: 


is plentitully ſpread, 
The Kingdome and he power of God | 
in every land is read. 


thoa proud inſuling foe? 


| ; 


| 
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How comes it that thou hang ſtthy 
thatlately vaunted(t fo ? (head 
Thoudidit orecome,and yet art flaine;| 

| tistruethou threwit me doine, 
And yet behold I roſe againe, 
ſee here I have the Crowne : 
And {inceby faith Iam aſſur'd, 
my peace with heaven is made, 
In vaine hereafter ſhalc thou ſtrive 
_ to make my ſoule affraid, 
[I laugh atall the Stratagems, . 
thee or thy friends can make, 
The feare of death,or darts of lin, 
ſhall neyer make me quake. 
I know. that God is aboveall, 
his right hand me ſuſtaines, 
And as a King ore death and hell 
with him my fpirit raignes : 
Tis well at laſt thou art aſham'd, 
tis well thou doſtdiſcover, 
That power thou lately didſt uſurpe, 
{ like to a dreame,is over; 
And that my faith,though often preſt, 


fince 
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; finceevery day I fall, 
Yet like the Palme tree riſes up, 
and ſpreads like Cedar tall. 
The Okes of Baſan though all heart, 
are not ſo ſtrong as it; 
Ic ſtands al Rormes and tempeſts wrath 
when hills their ſtations quit. 4 
Its footſeps ſiedfaſt areand firme, Þ} 
{ its roote is deepeand ſure, | 
hang - all things elſe doe fade away, } 
my faith ſhall ſtill indure, | 
The eyeor care;though nere ſo quicke 
| the mindthough nereſo good, | | 
The excellenceot grace and faith, 
| hath neverunderſtood. © 


hoaid Len 


[8 By it the knowledge of my life, 


By it I ſeethe power of Chrift, . 


triamphing ore the grave, = 


and happineſleI have. f 
That heaven by faich is purchaſed, - | 
_ I muſtby no-meanes ſay, 
But that *tis ſure and certaine mine, 


_ by Chriſts deſerts; may, 4 - 
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Meditations, 

That the ſame Crown bedecks his head 
-F was purchaſed for me, 

'þ Thatby his conquett I did gaine 

| ahappy Victory; 


©} | thevaliantfpread the ground, 

- }Behold and fee where fin lies dead, 
4 death is not to be tound. 

| |} Amidft the {haughter'd carkafles 

+. the Victordoth appeare, 

3 ;Bring forth your inliruments of joy, 

| | -'t6,meet the Conqueror. {voyce, 
E png dons offoy with chearetull 
; | whikt others bring the Crowne, 
 [Andthento himall glory ſing, 

* all honoweand renowne. : 

With golden pen in leaves of brafle, 


- 4 —_— 
os 
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| ' his valiamt As declare, 
 [Andlet them through the world be 
+ where ever people are, (told, 


- |Ofeethegoodneffe of our God, 
- {+ thecrowneon him being plac'd, 

{- { He tooke it with his owne right hand, 
I | "8 L : —— | _ A and 
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| KLoe where the mighty men lye ſlaine, | 


[ 
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Meditations, 


and with itme he grac'd, 
With honour he bedeckt me round, 
he gave me ſtrength and might; 
Into my handa Palme he put, 
into my heart delight. | 


to every living man, 
The wiſdome and the power of God, 
let {in doe all it can. 
And thus at length I ſee,by fa 
how needfull twas to fall. 
That grace might lift me up againe, 
and rid me out of thrall, 


if God my ſpirit ſhould leave, 
To the proteftion of his power, 
Imi ioht the {tronger cleave. 


[ That by denying thus my ſelfe, 


on God I might rely, 

Accounting him alone the cauſe 

of my felicity. 
Thus by the weakeneſle of us men, + 


And thus faith ſees howChriſtis made | 


- |. | That ſeeing how weake & fraile I an, | 


———— 
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the power of God is ſhowne. + - [ 
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| Had I notmourned firſt, yjoy 
| T, _ ſhould _ knowne. | 
| | My teare did goe before my-peace, 

b death an. -+1 head, - 
And thinking 1 was vanquiſhd quite, 
| ' my head with-joy was crown'd. 
Which way to get the vitory, 

 O death canſt thou deviſe, (orecome, 

Since when thou thoughtlt thou hadſt 

thou waſtthy ſelfe the prize: 
| | Thattis mottealie to orecome, 
1 meandmy traine'tis true, 

But ere thou getit the conqueſt, Death, 

{ -my Chriſt thou muſt ſabdue. 
{Till thou haſt triumph over him, 
{ Tmuafttriumph ore thee, 
And Iam ſure thou canſt not thinke, 
that that will ever be. 
For ever thereforewill I ling, 

as being lure to find 
My peace on earth, my peace in heayen 

according to my mind. 
O fooles and vaine,that in themſelves, 
_ their] 
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F cheir peaceand reſt doe ſeeke, 
| In whom contentment is debate, ; 
whofe ſtrength is wondrous weake. |. 
O well is him chat wifdome hath, 
the dozs out>prize all treaſure. 
In pearles and gems beſet with Gold, 
' thereis nothalfe that pleaſure. | 
The knowledg of thoſe hewely truths | 
| thatdoe our peace deg | 
Doth more delight than al thoſejoyes | 
that in the wide worldare. 
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| MEDITATION. VI. | 
Of Hope Glarying. 


| Q Richand glorions Manſion, 
| by Gods owne fingers built, 
| \ Madeall of living pretious ſtones 


and curiouſly guilt, 
E 3 
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Adalharzas, 


"F with Emerauldsbeſet, 

f With Ivory pillars ſtately prope, 

S and intermixt with jet, 

{With rayes ſhot from the l.ambes own 
' each roome thereof doth ſhine,(cics 
| The windowes Saphires are,the ſtreets | 
| . are full of lovedivine; 

| Whoſe ſtones are pretious, and whoſe 
:waters. of life doerin, © (brookes | 
| Whoſe Temple is the Lamb, the-love, | 


'Bedeckt with ſhining Carkneles, + 
| 
| 


tHer riches are bleſt innocence, 

| andeverlaſting love, 

{The Glory and the Majelly 
of God himſelfte above. 
*TheGlory both of heaven and earth, | 
within her doth appeare, - 
E The Angels, and the Churches Prince, | 
F. the glorious King is there ; T 
I I he noble men of 1/rae!, | 
with all theSainrs bell de,''* (ven | 
| The Spoule ofChrilt ,theQueenof hea- 
y the | 


the Spouſe of Gods owne Son. Ws | 
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| the Church doth there abide. 
| 
| 


Peace,and the Sun there ſetteth not, Þ 
but ever are in light; / 
They know no criefe or ſadneſſe there, 
no feares doe them afright, 
| And T though for atime eftrang'd 
an exile doe remaine, 
| Yet one day to my Fathers hoult, 
I fhall returne againe. | 
And © that thatday werebut come, ; 
| whenlifeI ſhould receive, ri 
Wherein my head ſhould be advanc'd; 
and I this world ſhould leave. 
| The day, the long delired day, 
| ofmirth and merry glee, 
When I my Father ſhall embrace, 
and he will embrace me. 
Belides,at his right hand I ſhall 
my eldeſt Brother meet, 
And with him, all my Brethren elle, 
| my welcomethere will greet... 
Rejoyce O Soule, rejoyce my heart; | 
for ghat day now draws nigh, rol 
E 4 Come 
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| Come quickly, O my Lord, I long 
| mine armes in thine to tye. 

As ſpringing grafſe or herbes, I peepe, 

| : fo ſee that glorious day, 

When God his mercy ſhall reveale; 

| its'riches ſhall diſplay, 

{When like a ſhadow,or a miit, 

- theſe evill dayes ſhall paſſe, 
"When death ſhall ceaſe, and when I thal 
| forget itever was, | ILY 
When God ſhall ſetme ina Throne? 


 arich and gloriousſeat, 


' ſhall crouch beneath my feet, 
And on my head a Crowne ſhall fx, 
| more pretiousthan Gold, 

In glory and tranſcendent1ighr 

| . my body ſhall entold; | 

he ſorrowes of this life and all 

| theſadafſaults of death, 

To Satan-and forgetfilinelle, 

-E heartily bequeath. 

Then ſicknefſe and the lingring-paine 
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'When all my proud and haughty foes |.- 


| 
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Med/tations. 
of a diſeaſe, no more 
'Shall keepe-me priſoner in my: bed, 

till all my Joynts be ſore;. © 
' Then nodecay my bones,my loynes 
| no griefe ſhall eremoleſt, 
All ſicknefſe he ſhall chaſe away, 
that moſt unwelcome gueſt. 
When he commands my bonesſhal riſe 
my skin- my fleſh ſhall covers 
, My beaury ſhall returne again, . 
| as freſh as ere was lover. 
| ThenGod whom no heart can conceive}: 
immortall., onely wile; [ 
Thefirſt and laft, that ever was, - 
ſha!tſtand before mineeyes. 
| That face that never man could ſee, 
but atthe fight muſt dye, 
The riches of that glorious face, 
T living ſhall defcry. £17 
The wiſedome'that from out his lips Þ 
like treames of life doth flow, 
Unto my undeſerving Soule, 
his grace will freely ſhow. 
3 OS. Then” 
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} Then with oxcella ofjoy my heart, 

þ my checrfull heart ſhall =_ 

And ſo exalted downe hall fall, 

| and bow before heavens King. 

&This is the top of all delights, 

; { the pleaſure of all pleaſures, 

{ 'Theexcellent beauty of his face, 

+ - is treaſure of all treaſures. 

| © farre beyond what ere I ſaw, 

Þ Oecver ſhining light, 

How pooreand empty language is, 

| -toexpreſfe this glorious ſight! 

FT hefam of all my; hopes is this, 

4 that I my ſelte hall be 

SFild full - glory when this ſight _ 
loty I thall ſee. 
ſhall bef be ſwallowed up of love, 


1 gproviget lovewill take 

1A firme poſleffion of my heart, 

1 and there his dwelling make. 
FJOf God himlſelfe I ſhall partake, 
{1 his armes ſhall then enfold me, 
JHis mercy and compaſliop, 
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| The utmoſt part of heaven ſhall cing. ; 
| with ſounding of his praiſe; . -.;| /*Þ 


| 


| 
; 
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; And'O that we could now begins, .. 
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Meditations. 


from falling then ſhall hold me., | 
And when thoſe laſting pleaſures. ſhall 

encompaſle me about, 1 
When hidden love ſhall be diſclos'd, 

and from his heart;flye out, 
Then ſhall my lips be opened,. 

my voycel then-ſhall raiſe, 


The Father,Sonne,and Holy Ghoſt, | 
their workes and what they are,:' '" Þ 
Tand my Brethren with one heart 
will cheerefully declare; .--; #8 
Their love & goodneſfe knowsno end, 
but boundleſle is and ſwelling,,,-  'þ 
Though we doe nothing elſe butteſ 23 ; 


we may be ſtill a telling. 
In giving God deſerved praiſe: -:.; } 
that to himdoth belong, - --/-, , "7 ; 
From time totime,from/age to ages | i 4 
we mult extend-one-fong. : |: 1 Þ| 


this much delired ſpeech! 


_— — ee me 


Twould 


| Meditations, | 

Twould make the world admire our 

iF- andthe ſame language teach. (mirth 

{ To ſing of God how pleaſant tis! 
ittakes away all ſadneſle, 

4 The hony is not halfe ſo fiveet, 

$ itfils my heart with gladnefle. 

$1 My lips doe long to ſpeake of him, 

7 mineeyes to ſee his face, 

7] They nere ſhal haveenough they think. 

of his excelling grace. 

[4 Within his boſomethat I were, 

4 To God that I wereknit, 

4 T nere would leave his-Joving ſide, 

4: bur-cloſer would I get. - 

4 Thenſhould I live the life of God, 

{ andallInow enjoy.. 

{The earth,and all the earth cals-goed, 

f Idereckonas a toy. - 

My covetous heart will nere bepleas'd_ 

4-1 nere ſhalkthinke me bleſt, 

tOfGod, rhe:ever-glorious God, 

'J - EXCEPT I'be poſſelt. bY, 

JO Son of man who art become- | 

net the | 
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. | Thouart begot of the great King, 
| [The King of glory and of Kings, 
| Oneof his Noble Princely Peeres, | 


| O doting fooles that on the wortkd. 


| Thy formerbirth thou haſt ſhooke off | 


—— — 
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Wel maiſt thou ſpeed thou blefſed'one, 


andwell mayeſt thou fare. 


the King of heavens Helre, 


and art begotten new. 
O noblebirth! no Princeere had 
' ſobrave abirth as you. 4 


immortal, fulFofdayes, 
whom all the world obeyes. F 


on whom his favour ſhines, 
More rich than if thou didlt enjoy 
the treaſtire of all Mines. 


your chiefe deſires ſet, 

Looke up to heaven, andto the God 
of all contentment get. | 
God and his deareſt Son-dwels there, |. 
thy brethren there abide, 
Bleſt dayes, eternalHite, with joy - 


1  andendlefle peace reſide. 
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Excelling beauty,pleaſures ſuch 
|. aS neyer can wax old, 
| | Abiding riches, more than thought 
|]. or fancy erecan hold, 
[Rich livings with Elyfian fields, 
| andpeaces Paradiſe, 
| There's thrones of rich and glorious 
| andall thoncanſdevile. Clight 
| There gold& pretious tones are drofle 
| men as the Sun doe ſhine, 
| The heart which earthy was before, 
| Will there become divine. 
| | Thatman had but an eye to ſee, 
| | thegates of Heaven ope, 
| That I could butinyent a way 
- | to furnifh himwith hope. 
IJ _ isas glittering as the Sunne, 
f [ all darknefle itdiſpels, 
| Themilts of error it diſſolves, 
[ | andallmiftakings elſe. 
[ 7 With Joy unſpeakableit joyes, 
[j anddoth itſelfe advance, 
] It worketh wonders in the heart, 


And 
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; and what theeyecan't ſee, 
It ſees the bright all-fhining King, | 


 |Vertueand life it Jookes upon, — ' 


| 


| ; To whom all things their being owe, 
| both what is old and new. | 
To him I gladly wouldreturne, 


| 
| 


' 
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And laſt ofall hope ſees thatGod, 


Aled tations. 
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and brings i into a Trance, 
Where man is lifted autot man, 
and trom himſelte bereaven; 
And then the heart is raviſhed 
being taken up to heaven. 
Hope lookerh on eternall lite, 


it viewes his Majeſty; 


and then itdoth diſcover 
Where love with endlefſe merey too, 
with righteouſneſfedoe hover. : . 


that no beginning knew, 


as to the Sea the Spring, 
To him the Fountaine of all good, 
T long me thinkes to cling. | 
When in the clouds onwings of flame 
rſt glorious King ſhall ride, 


—— 


Then: 


—— — 


F| Then ſhall we meete him as a Queene, | 


' { Our wedding coate we will put on, 


| | Then Chriſt ſhalt rake me by the hand | 


|| With whom ef} pouſd: for.evermore 


{ | This is a myſtery indeed, 


| Thus having ſpoke butwhat is ruth, 
E |: 
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| and ſobecome his Bride; 


the ornaments of love, 
Our Crowne and rich attire withall 
that can affetion move; 


and me to God ſhall give, 
My bleffed Soule ſhall live. 


but hope doth all things ſee, 
It vaunts,it boaſts, yet is not proud, 
noris this foolery. 


Hopedares toſhew his head, 
Since Gods.love conld not be expreſt, 
though ten times more were laid. 

Hope doth to God berake it ſeltc | 
 andinhisboſomereſt, 

And of the tree of life it cates; 

28a moſt welcome _ 


. faditations. 


and Angels food it cates, 


it counts but loathſome meates. 
See mortall man what is. my hope, 
for ſure this hope is mine, 
| | Inerewill be aſham'd to vyaunt, 
ſorich *tis and Divine, 


MEDITATION. VII. 


Concerning the worke of Love. 


Ws... 


Wretched man from death & hel], 
who {ball my ſ{oule deliver ? 
My beart is beaten downe with {in, 
my ſpirit is vexed ever. 
O ſlave compelPd by ſubtill {leights, 
ro ſuch unmanly afs, 
| | By fin perſwaded gainſt thy heart, 
to ſuch unworthy tas. 


A 


And what ſeems dainties in this world 


q 
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Yeathough ſubmillively we yeeld, 


: 7 


4 Trees,herbs,graſs,flowers,& cry thing 


a Meditations, 
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O too weake hands and feeble knees, 
how quickly did you fai.e! 
The heart it ſelfe, how ſoone it faints ! 
his courage. dotÞ prevaile, Il | 
And having got the Matery, * 
' how proudlydoth hecrow? 


 hewiltno mercy ſhow. 

And thon O man, though ſold to {in 

 doſtlikea tyrant raigne, 4 

: Under whoſe Juſts the earthdoth grone 
the hils and watry Maine; | 

Both beaſts and fiſhes, with the birds, 
that in theayre abide, 


the earth containes beſide ; 
 Waei thou comandetriey arebroght [|| 
and downe their neckes they lay, 


| Yea man -himſelf,mians proud comands {i 


doth to his death obey. 


| Ofced offin! Ocurib4 man ! 


Onight and darkneſſe all ! 


O Vipers brood, that eat'ſt thine owne 
No con. 


- 
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Meditations. 


he cum 


| *compos'd of nought but gall ! 
O man poſſeſt by fin, or man, 

. ordevill, whatere it be, 

That think(ttobring my ſoule todeath 
and all hels miſery! 

O itrong old. man,uſurping fin, 
thatraign*it and ruPit at will, 

At whoſe commands the whole world 


OLord this Viper kill. (itoops, 
|} How can I chuſe but hate the wretch, - | 


ſince he doth labour fo 


$ His pangs of death are itrong; and yet | 
q 
But | 


To make me taſte the bitter cup 
| of everlaſting woe ? my 
My ſpirit would leape for joy to ſee 
my enemy faſt bound, | 
| To ſee him gaſping,ſeeke for breath, 
alter his deadly wound. 


bath {trucke him to the heart, 
Oh how he ſtrugleth yet for lite, 
how loath he is to-part ! 


helabours todraw breath, 


em TSA 


o_ AS Ate ack es. - em 


And ſee he's dead,the Sonne of God, | 


F 


| 
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| Put though he live and ſtirre a while, 


| Meditations. 


CC 


he cannot e[cape death. 


| _ -{ And now he's dead. the 01d mans dead 


the devils eldeſt ſonne, 

See where the crafty Serpent lies, 
his plots are all undone. 

Now is the time O'world, thy joy 
and gladneſle to exprefit, * 

Adornethy felfe with mirch and love, 
put onthy choyceltdrefle. 

Forlin that would for ever raigne; 
and alwayes kept thee under, 


| See,all his ſtrength is now. but vaine; 


_ his heart.is burſt aſunder. 

To.every man where ere he dwell, 
this certainenews I bring, 

Within no place my fpirit ſhall feare, 
this cheerefull newes to ſing. 

Re<oyce,O earth, I ſay rejoyce,. 
rejoyce'O heart, I ſay, | 

Sing forth for Joy,and all thy flags 
of victory diſplay. | 


For fin the Serpent that within 


- 


I 


| 


Y 
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| thy very ſonle was bred, 
Whoſe venonr'd teeth did poyſon all | 
thy goodnefſe,now is dead : | 


| As dead as if he nere had liv'd, 


the Viper doth remaine- 

| See,all his breath and ſpirits are gone, 
| by Gods owne Lambe he's ſlaine. 
O you that feele the ſpirit of God 

| within your heart to move, 

| T harfinde how ſweeta thing it is, 

| to enjoy the God of love, 


acknowledgeall the praiſe, 


| That fromthe loweſt flep of hell, 


| Ourdying ſoules did raiſe. 
' TI drooptalas, and hung the head, 
| anddidconfeſſe my fin, _ 
And to my griefe of heart,T ſaw 
- the (tatethatIwas in, | 
Then ſaid I, fince the God of heaven 


My hopeis loſt, I ſee no way, 
| but periſh needsI muſt, 
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With me fall downe,and to his name 


If 
and carthrmuſt needs be juſt, 1. 
| ; 
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But as my ſ{oule was ſinking downe, 
a word of joy I heard, | 
O man thou (halt not dye, but live ; 

looke up, be not afraid. 
Thy fins which like a cloud did ſtand, 
betwixt my love and thee, 
The abundance of my mercy hath 
removed farre from me. 
T have forgiven and forgot, 
by my owne ſelfeI ſweare, 
Thy multitude of treſpaſſes, 
though numberlefſe they were.” 
Yea,thou O Lord not onely didft 
my crying ſins forgive, - 
| Butto my heart reveal'dit thy love, 
and mad*{t my ſoule to live. 
For which how can I chaſe bur love, 
and alwayes honour thee, | 
That freely of thy mercy haſt 
IK. fo truely loved me; © _ 
[= Ehat haſt paſt by ten thonſand fins, 
| fy and twenty thoafand more, 
If. + Yea, if I would their number tell, i 
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| tu never ond give ore. 
-|To him the everliving God, 


from whom our joyes doe ſpring, 
Thelite and end of all our hopes, 
our Father,and our King, 
Tohimour knees and hearts as low, 


as lowelt earth we lay, 


| Andaall we have from him alone, 


we havereceiy'd we ſay. 

This God of love,as lifeT love, 
no other will I ſerve, 

Away ye fooles,perſwade me hot, 
from him Te never ſwerve. 


| He onely ſhall take up my thoughts, 


who pleag'd to let me know, 
That I am ſav'd,and that my lite 
to him aloneTI owe. 


To him myjoy;and my delig he, 


my love, my onely pleaſure, 

My riches,my inheritanee, 
my ſoules excelling wn ure, 

Than women, or the choyceſt wines, 
his kiſſes are more ſweet, 
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| Than all thoſe:gums and ſpices, that 

in ſweetelt perfumes meet. 
TheLord is mine, and I am his. 

my ſelte I doedeliver 
| Into his hands, who of my ſelfe. 

and all I have is giver, 
He firſt did love,he firſt did bleſle, 

he firſt did kindnelle ſhow, | 
All lovethat we can pay to him, 

for his firit love we owe. 

My Love, is Love, O lovely one 
ſurpaſſing all the reſt, | 
Amidſt ten thouſand lovely ones, 

my lovely one is belt. 


all beauties el ſe adue, 
My heart and ſoule, my deareſt love, 
ſhall cleave to none þut you. 
and whom he loved: | 
The certainety whereof thy faith 
andbleſſed fpirit doth ſhow. 
O endlefſe love without all bound 


by 
” 
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Farewell from henceforth all delights, ] 


Thus is he bleſt, whom God redeemi'd, | 


—— = | 


| And for my ſafeguard,as awall, 


| As on the waxe the ſealedcth leave 


| | Loves owne impreffto 
| | Loveſeiſed and poſſeſſed me, 
| } it covered me quite over, 


} avery skilfull Lover. . 
This loveI would not leave forgold, |. 


Meditations, 


+ the heavenis notſo high, ] i 

 Fr6 Eaſt to Weſt, wo North to South, 
a leſſer ſpace doth lye. 

Than Gol 

_ thatfornvd and foſter'd thee, - 


| Thine heart dothknow that thine own(. 
| (hearr{ 
Love tooke his dwelling in my Soule, | 


was not ſo kind as he. 

and filled me throughout. 
it compaſ?'d me about. 
the figure that itbeares, 


Even fo my ever-cheerefull Soule, 
WEATES. 


So that my Soule is now become 


thy mother was leſſe kind, | 


for Honey,or for Wine, 
But why doe T compareſuch toyes 
as'theſe to love divine? 
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# Kiſſe me my.Love, embrace me Sweete, 
| | encompaſle me my Joy, 
Oletmeever lovemy God, 
-whoſe lovecan neyer cloy. 
| | Thogh many thingsare ſweet, thy Jove 
is ſweeter than themall; 
'| Olike the Ocean let it finell, 
| and never let fall, . 
Though loveall dainty fare exceeds, 
allr ichelt Wines excels, 
| | Although no banquet be ſo ſweet, 
|! or ought that's. pleaſant elle ; 
| I Yet as our water or the bread 
| | that every day we eate, 
Tis commongas.thecomman ayre, 
or our moſt:uſuall meat. 
From loves great banquet now I came, 
my {oule on dainties fed, . 


my ſpirits raviſhed. 
Forever let me ſo be fed, 
| and1I ſhall fill have ſtore, 
'Thele ſtreames oflife Olet medrinke, 


—__ — _— _and 


The cates & pleaſant fruits were there, | 
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\ | and I ſhall thirſt no more. 
| And O my love, ten thouſand thankes 
for thy ſweet lovel give, + | 
When TI forget to lovemy Love, 
let meno longer live. -: 
I muſt conteſle I play theblab, 
but love conftraineth me, 
| In things Divine that all concerne, 
no necd of ſecrelie. | 
| Enticing beauty, hence away, 
| | | thyplealtresare but dreames, 
| | | Bewitching gold TT baniſhquite,. 
| | that is not. what-it ſeemes, 
Ah filthy dung,ſhould I preterre 
| ſuch empty toyes as theſe, 
Before my God,my Love;my life, 
; -wholejoycs doe onely pleaſe? 
| That were an unkindpart indeed, 
| {o to negle& his love, 
The ſweets wheroften thouſand times: 
my once fad ſouledid prove. 
Than Mothers love, or Nurſes care, 
than wives or friends embrace, '1 
Thy} 
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1 Thy love O God within my ſoule , 
1 doth take adceper place. | 
| T here let it firme ſſion take,. | 
Is let mebe filPd with love, 
$ Its root let no wild tempeſis rage, | 
' orfiery tryall move. 
F For thee Ocverlaſting Prince, 
s thy glory never ceaſe, 
$ God crown thylife with endles yeares, 
I thy cendlefie yeares-with peace,  : 
if Ride on and proſper Noble Prince, 
 burlerthine enemies 
1 Be ſcatter'd My chaffe, 
when Northerne windes ariſe. 
| T love thee for thy Fathers ſake, 
if and for thine owne, my [weete, | 
{ For why ! ſuch hearty love as thine, | 
my ſoule did never greet. | 
8 Oh my dearelave,thy felte with love, 
Wi 25 with a garment decke; 
Wear'tas a Crawne upon thy head, 
aschaines about thy necke. 

O tis an excellent thing, this love, 
| ſurpaſ- 


oa w0 1144 ® BEOS A OO. at 


| 


| 


i 
| 


7 


| 
i 
| 
| 


: 
x 


þ | 


5 
* 
| 
, 
o 
4 


Ao 


| 
S 


q 
F 
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| It ſwelleth 1 not,it is not oc, 


| It hates all il], and does all good, . 


! 
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ſurpaſing quite-our reach 


but geytly doth ir teac c 
oveever ſeckes his neighbors body. 
it helpes, it hurteth not, 


ircovercth many a blot, 
\ It carries þleflings in-its mouth, 
| and hates all wicked deeds, _ 
It is a ſparke of that bleſt fame, 
| from God himlſelte proceeds; 
| Yea,I may ſay, tis Cod himſelfe, 
, *rwas love thatfirfſt man made, 
, "Twas love that choſe him,yea 'twas: 
' thathisgreat ranſome paid: + (lov 
' Tris the choyceſt of choyce chi: | 
the ſiveetelt of all fiweets ; 
| O let my ſoule be ever fed, | 
with {ach deliejous meats. : 
The time ſhall come when-as a Good, 
the {treames of love ſhall low; 
The Oceanſhall not ſwell ſo bigh, - 
though mighty winds doe blow. 
F 3 Whenl . 
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| | When I my dayes have finithed, 
| 3 andbidtheworld adue, - 

[ { Then O my Gad and Saviour,.. 

| | iy Souleſhall reft with you. 


DES 
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| Vhy, Omy Brother, arcthoufed 7- 
why doſtthou looke ſo wan ? 


ſhould ves a Chriſtian man.. _ 


as chearetull as brightday, 


| {Thatothers might by feetog thee, 
| þ giecorer co be fad, 


This world Pmfure can harbornought| 
[Why,thou ſheuldfi rather with'a Jook | 
| ith:mirth & Pfalmos extol-char God | 


| fThat truth-which fromthy.lips ſhould | 
| may make thy Brethren glad, | (flow | 


it {_ ſo covered ore with/teares, 
8 [Thy ſad\gondition flilFremaig'd,; 
thy fnsand doubtfull feares,. - 


is 
F ? 
an 


man would think that fees thy face, þ ; 
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that God was not appeas'd. . 
| [That ſtill the Law and death remain\d, |; - 
- | | thy loaden backeuneas'd, þ 
- | | Thar Chriſt on whom our hopes did 
| did never feh aſſume, . - (lye } 
| [That he was never ſtretch'd onCrofle, | 
| | oreverlaid m Tombe, ©: 
| {When-as Inare thou thy felfknowft-| * 
| | | theſe things were all oncedone, 
And that thoul't fooner doubt tis day, || | 


when as thoufeeſt the Sun. 2 
If therefore God is pleas'd with thee, |} 
and hath forgave thy fm, | | | 
Why, O my Brother, art thou fad: 1 


| | andvexedfo within ? "= 
| {Looke up, I'ſay, or'tell me why ia 
. thou-rather downe fhouldit Juoke; |: | 
O tell me why thou hang'ſtthy head | 

' as ifthouwert forfooke. | 
'Alas,alas ! doſt thou nor ſee | 
1 || how all theworlddoescroffeme, || | 
| {What great affliftions day and nighe | | 
1:4 | uncellantly doe tofle me? : }} 
he Thel.: | 
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The Sun or.Larke is not ſo ſoone 
| . abouttheir worke as TI, 
If { The better part of night is ſpent 
If | ' erein-my bedT lie; 
| And yet to ſee for all my cares | 
. and labours never ceaſe, 
My ftate and riches doenot thrive, . | 
my goods doe notencreaſe. | 
 { Alas poor man,what ſhallow thoughts | 
| | doenow poſleſſe thy heart ? {| 
As if thy great eſtate and thee, E 
| were never more to part, 
{| Yeawhat content does wealth afford, 
though honours doe adorne it? |. 
| | Obſerve and ſee the wiſelt men. 
 Haveever learn'd to ſcorne it. 
They knew full well that care abounds | 
and riches both together, | 
| Unlefle the mind were firſt reſoly'd: 
to ſet it ſelfe onneither : it 6 
And then.as little will content, _ | 
as nature-ſelferequires, 
| And having food and rayment, by, p 
| | ot 
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| | | Meditations. 'N 
- [| doth finifh her deſires. | | 
. 1} Obſerve the Lilies how they grow, | 
|| they neither card nor ſpin, 
| Yet Kings are not{ſo fine in all 
the bravery they are in. 
| 11 Theinnocent and harmeleſfiſe Birds, 
| [| all carefull thoughts foregoe, | 
[| Thebeafts enjoying but themſelves 
no carking thoughts ere know, 
{ [| They never breaketheir quiet ſleepe,. 
I! * their trading to advance, 
| [} No fire;or robbers force they feare, 
| }] oranyotherchance; 
[| They wage no watre, or are unjuſt | 
in an i]|-govern'd ſtate, | 
| By others juſts they grow not rich, 
 |\f- or thriveby their debate; 
| I T hey bulte not their heads with Ads, 
174 ornewinventions find, 
[0 To make new bookes or faſhions, 
|] _ they:nere tliftraFt their minde; 
| Within themſelves they find conten t, 
': 5 ans elle they faine, - | 
The | 
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; The innocence that God firſt gave, 

they firzetly ſill retaine. 

| O bleſt and uncorrupted ſtate, 

how bappy mutt it. be, 

| That til] retaines the native ſtampe 
of its integrity! | 

| And was not man made per fe&too? 

the creature that doth beare 

= very Image of his God, 
his. Makers Chara&er? 

O wretched man, ftands he in need 

. | of ſuperfluities, - - 
High tare,rich buildings,brave attire, 
or-luch like toyesas theſe? 

Which if heloſe,with lookes diſtrat, 
he cryes he is undone, 

As iftheſe outward things and he, 
Were now becomeall one. 

| For ſhame at laſt become your ſelves, 
your manly ſpirits take, 

A new abode within your hearts 
letreaſon once more make; 
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{In ſtead of wealth,thy ſelfe epjpy, 


|| Let graceabound within thy heart, 


1| | Though worldly men through igno- 


| Contentment is not what the world 
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(It matters not though proud ones {wel | 
| and ſcornetull Iſmael riſe, 


and uſileſſe arts forſake. + 
have vertue for thy itore, 


and thou ſhalt want no more, 


j 


thy humble ſtate deſpite , (rance 
Alchough they tread thee like the 
their malice can but be 
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(chaffe, If 


Thy bodies tyrant,ſtill thy mind, 
| and noble ſpirit's free. | 


and worldly men mot pleaſes, 
But whata well diſpoſed ſoule 

in midlt of forrowes eaſes; | 
Thy thoughts on heaven mult be fixt, 
and heavenly joyes above, 


thy butineſſe is to love: (good, 
But when this world, which is moſt 
the workes of God are ſo, 


And for thatlittle time thou liveR, S 
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Thou Hale for a more happy place 
gyro eva forgoe, 
| Thy Fatherand thy faichfull Spouſe, 
with operrarmes ſhall greetthee, | 
Such. friends as thine own ſoule deſires}. 
the Sonnes of God ſhall meetthee, 
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